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INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND

FPCR Ltd has been commissioned by Southern and Regional Developments, Miller

Homes and Persimmon Homes to carry out an assessment of landscape character,

visual resources and green infrastructure for land at Brockhill West, Redditch. The

main objective of the study was to inform and assess the preliminary masterplan

proposals prepared by RPS Planning & Development for the site in the context of

current landscape plann¡ng policy, focusing on the provision of Green lnfrastructure

(Gl) in particular.

The site lies at the north-western edge of Redditch and predominantly comprises

grazed fields contained by the Batchley Brook and a number of large woodland

blocks to the north. A small portion of the site adjacent to the settlement edge lies

within Redditch Borough, the remainder is within Bromsgrove District. The site

location is shown at Figure 1.

FPCR Ltd is a multi disciplinary environmental and design consultancy with over 50

years experience of architecture, landscape, ecology, urban design, masterplanning

and environmental impact assessment. The practice is a member of the Landscape

lnstitute and lnstitute of Environmental Management and Assessment and is

frequently called upon to provide expert evidence on landscape and visual issues at

Public lnquiries and Local Development Plan Examinations.

Methodoloqy

The assessment has been conducted in accordance with the "Guidelines for

Landscape and Vrsual lmpact Assessment' (GLVIA) published by the Landscape

lnstitute and the lnstitute of Environmental Management and Assessment 2002, and

"Landscape Character Assessment. Guidance for England and Scotland" (LCA)

published by the Countryside Agency and Scottish National Heritage 2002.

The approach combines information and desktop reviews with on-site surveys and

appraisals. The report provides an assessment of the principal landscape and visual

issues, relating to the site and has been based on a combination of site based

assessment and information review. The area has been assessed in terms of

landscape character and sensitivity and visual amenity and sensitivity.



1.6 The assessment considers the potential for future development within the site and

the likely resultant landscape and visual effects. As part of the assessment current

published Landscape Character Assessment documents and landscape related

Planning Policy applicable to the site has also been reviewed.

1.7 The desktop reviews have considered the following studies and documents

¡ Countryside Agency - Character Map of England

o A New Look at the Landscapes of Worcestershire, Worcestershire County Council, 2004

¡ Historic Environment Assessment (Redditch Borough Council) Supplementary Statement

for HECZ148

. Biodiversity by Design: A Guide for Sustainable Communities, Town and Country

Planning Association, September 2004

. Nature Nearby: Accessible Natural Greenspace Guidance, Natural England, March 2010

. Start with the Park: Creating sustainable urban green spaces in areas of housing growth

and renewal, CABE Space,2005

. . Green lnfrastructure Guidance, Natural England, 2009

¡ CABE Green Space Strategies: A Good Practice Guide, 2004

. West Midlands Fit for the Future? Preparing the Region for Economic Recovery.

Green lnfrastructure. West Midlands Regional Observatory.

. Green lnfrastructure: A prospectus for the West Midlands Region, prepared on

behalf of the West Midlands Regional Assembly's Environment Partnership by

TEP and Alison Millward Associates, January 2OO7

. Green lnfrastructure for the West Midlands Region: Technical Mapping Paper, a

Guide to the spatial mapping and assessment of Green lnfrastructure for public

and wildlife benefit. A report for West Midlands Regional Assembly by TEP,

January 2007

. Restoring the Region's Wildlife: Regional Biodiversity Strategy for the West

Midlands, West Midlands Biodiversity Partnership, 2005

. Growing our Future: the West Midlands Regional Forestry Framework, October

2004

. West Midlands Regional Forestry Framework, Growing our Future 2OO8-2011

Delivery Plan

. Worcestershire Access and Recreation Strategy, Worcestershire County

Council, Final Report, March 2004

. Borough of Redditch Local Plan No 3, adopted 31't May 2006
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Redditch Preferred Draft Core Strategy document, 31't October 2008 - 8th May 2009

Bromsgrove District Local Plan, Adopted 2004

Bromsgrove District Core Strategy Draft Document, October 2008

Worcestershire Structure Plan , adopted June 2001 (saved Policies September 2007)

The relevant Countryside Agency and Worcestersh¡re Landscape Character Assessment

landscape character information is included at Appendix A and current applicable

planning policy extracts at Appendix B.

1.8

Landscape and Visual Assessment

All landscape and visual assessments are based upon a clearly defined purpose.

This influences the scale and detail of the assessment and the types of judgements

that are needed to inform decisions. The process comprises two key distinct stages:

Existing characteristics and sensitivity - which is concerned with identifying,

classifying and describing areas of similar character and sensitivity.

Making judgements - to inform particular decisions, which may use one or a

combination of approaches; depending upon the purpose of the exercise.

19 The site based assessment involves the recording of both objective descriptions and

subjective impressions of the landscape, as well as details of the existing landscape

condition and the most appropriate management strategy to be adopted. The latter

recognises that some areas are worthy of conservation and maintenance of existing

landscape character, whereas others would benefit from some enhancement

measures or a more significant restoration strategy.

1.10 The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual lmpact Assessment (GLVIA) states;

"Landscape impact assessmenf s, in common with any assessmenf of environmental
effects, include a combination of objective and subjective judgements, and it is
therefore impoftant that a structured and consistent approach rs used. /f is
necessary to differentiate between judgements that involve a degree of subjective
opinion (as in the assessmenf of landscape value) from those that are normally more
objective and quantifiable"

1 .11 The GLVIA also states,
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"Landscape and visualassessrnenfs are separate, although linked, procedures. The
landscape baseline, its analysis and the assess/??enf of landscape effects all
contribute to the baseline for vlsual assessment sfudies. ïhe assessment of the
potential effect on the landscape is carried out as an effect on an environmental
resoLtrce, i.e. the landscape. Visual effects are assessed as one of the interrelated
effects on population".

Landscape effects derive from changes in the physical landscape, which may give

rise to changes in its character and how this is experienced. This may in turn affect

the perceived value ascribed to the landscape. The description and analysis of

effects on a landscape resource relies on the adoption of certain basic principles

about the positive (or beneficial) and negative (or adverse) effects of change in the

landscape. Due to the inherently dynamic nature of the landscape, change arising

from a development may not necessarily be significant.

Landscape Assessments are used to aid decisions about the ability of an area to

accommodate change, often through the introduction of new development but also

through other land use and land cover changes including woodland planting. lt is in

these circumstances that judgements should be based upon an understanding of the

ability of the landscape to accommodate this change without unnecessary significant

effects. Creation of new landscape character may also be appropriate in some

circumstances.

Visual effects relate to the changes that arise in the compositton of available views

as a result of changes to the landscape, to people's responses to the changes, and

to the overall effects with respect to visual amenity. The extent to which the site is

visible from the surrounding area has been broadly determined in conjunction with

the level or number or receptors (properties, public footpaths, roads etc) with views

to parts or all of the site area.
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LANDSCAPE CONTEXT AND CHARACTER

Site Context and Land Use

The site and context are illustrated at Figure 2, the Aerial Photograph. The site is

located at the north-western edge of Redditch. lt is enclosed by recent res¡dential

development on higher land to the south and east and the 4448 and Hewell Lane to

the west. Surrounding extensive woodland areas include Foxlydiate Wood, Brockhill

Wood and woodland at Cladshill and Hewell Park. These woodlands provide

containment to the north and south.

The site comprises the north-east facing slopes of the Batchley Brook valley, and

includes the Brook itself, which crosses the north of the site from west to east close

to the northern site boundary. The Brook is a small discreet watercourse that winds

through a broad swathe of fields within the valley bottom. The site is predominantly

in grazing use, with a number of hedgerows and hedgerow trees that provide

landscape structure. Two fields within the north-west corner of the site are in arable

USE.

Existing buildings on the site comprise Tack Farm and Oxstalls Farm complexes.

Just to the north Paper Mill Cottages are separated from the site by mature trees

and vegetation. Hewell Kennels lies to the north of Batchley Brook and Brockhill

Farm complex is located on higher land further north. Hewell Grange Young

Offender lnstitution lies within woodland further to the north-west. Hewell Park which

provides the setting to the Grange is listed on the English Heritage register of

Historic Parks and Gardens.

Topographv

The following description of the local topography should be read in conjunction with

Figure 3 (Topography).

The site is located between two long ridges of land which lie in a north-west to south-

east orientation. The southern ridge follows Hewell Lane past the site into the centre

of Redditch. This southern ridge lies at approximately '15Ometres AOD adjacent to

the south-western boundary of the site, with a high point at the far north-western

corner of the site. Tack Farm is located upon the ridgeline at a second highpoint of

1S4metres AOD indicated on Figure 3.
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From the ridgeline the gently undulating landform descends across the site in a

north-easterly direction towards the Batchley Brook, which lies at around 110-115

metres AOD just to the south of the northern site boundary. A small portion of the

site is located just north of Batchley Brook at around the same level as the Brook.

North of the Brook the heavily wooded landform rises gradually to Brockhill Farm at

around 140-14Smetres AOD and continues to rise beyond to the northern of the two

ridgelines at around 160metres AOD.

To the north-west Hewell Grange Young Offenders lnstitution is located at between

'160 and 11Smetres AOD, enclosed by woodland, this landscape slopes north

eastwards towards a central valley and landscaped lake, which feeds into the

Batchley Brook.

The Batchley Brook Valley extends to the south into Redditch at around 105-

11Ometres AOD. From here land rises southwards through north-west Redditch to

around 1S5metres where residential areas and woodland meet the 4448 on the

ridgeline.

Published Landscape Character Documents

The combining facets of a landscape set one area apart from those adjacent to it

and make its character unique to the people who both live in or visit the area.

Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) is a process of characterising a landscape,

and the consideration of effects on landscape character. Published landscape

character assessments have been prepared at a National and County scale, the

relevance of these documents to the Site and its landscape context is reviewed

below. Relevant extracts of these documents are included at Appendix A.

Countryside Agency Character Map of England

The Countryside Character lnitiative, led by the former Countryside Agency, mapped

England into 159 separate, distinctive character areas on a regional scale. The site

lies within the western most part of the 'Arden' Character Area (No.97), and this

describes the very broad landscape context and character of the wide geographic

area within which Redditch and the site falls.



2.12 The Arden Character Area covers an extensive area from Tamworth in the north to

Stratford upon Avon in the south, and between Coventry and Birmingham. The key

characteristics of the character area are;

. Well-wooded farmland landscape with rolling landform.

. Ancient landscape pattern of small fields, winding lanes and dispersed, isolated
hamlets.

. Contrasting patterns of well-hedged, irregular fields and small woodlands
interspersed with larger semi regular fields on former deer parks and estates, and
a geometric pattern on former commons.

c Numerous areas of former wood-pasture with large, old, oak trees, often
associafed with h e ath I a nd rem n a nts.

t Narrow, meandering river valleys with long river meadows.
. Notfh-eastern industrial area based around former Warwickshire coalfield, with

d i st inctive coll ie ry settle me nts.
. North-western area dominated by urban development and associated urban edge

landscapes.

2.13 Under the heading 'The Changing Countryside' the following of relevance to the Site

is described for this character area;

Rural character has been affected by 'suburbanisation', including inappropriate
building materials and layouts for new development, ornamental planting and
upgrading of minor roads.
There has been agricultural intensification, particularly conversion of permanent
pasture to arable, but also conversion from hay to silage. Most of the remaining
pasture is more intensively managed, floristically poor and often reseeded.
There has been /oss and deterioration of hedges, the former particularly as a
result of field amalgamation, resulting in a more fragmented landscape. Gappy
hedges have been formed by excessive hedge trimming or complete
abandonment of management.
There is a lack of young trees to replace the present ageing tree population,
especially in hedges and smallclumps.
There has been a general lack of woodland management in many places, leading
to deterioration, coupled with conversion from oak to faster-growing, often non-
native, species.
There has been expansion at the edges of the smaller towns and Coventry, as
well as around villages and hamlets.

2.14 The following recommendations are made under the heading 'Shaping the Future',

. The conseruation management of woodlands, pafticularly ancient and semi-
natural woodlands, and wood-pasfure rs important in this area of good tree cover.

o The dispersed settlement pattern is a key characteristic of much of the area.
Development guidelines and village strategies, including specific design
guidelines, can assisf in safeguarding this pattern.

. The retention of hedges and hedgerow trees should be addressed, especially in
the nofth-eastern part of the area.

. Planting schemes using native free species are appropriate for screening urban
edges and new residential developments.
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2.15

2.16

2.17

2.18

There is scope for the restoration of heathland, especially on roadside verges,
and for the active management (notably bracken and scrub clearance) of existing
heathlands.

Given that the Natural England (formerly the Countryside Agency) assessment

covers a wide area, the description and details contained therein only describes the

very broad landscape context for the Site and Redditch, without reference to the

larger settlement pattern and influence of Redditch within this character area. A

finer level of landscape assessment is provided by 'The Worcestershire Landscape

Character Assessment' published by Worcestershire County Council.

A New Look at the Landscapes of Worcestershire, 2004

'A New Look at the Landscapes of Worcestershire' was published by

Worcestershire County Council in 2OO4 and in conjunction with the Associated

Landscape Type information sheets, provides a more detailed assessment of the

landscape in the locality of the site. The assessment uses three separate tiers of

information to describe the landscape of Worcestershire.

At the broadest level are Regional Character Areas, which relate to the Joint

Character Area described above. The site and its surroundings lie within the 'Arden'

Regional Character Area. Within the description it is explained that the name

'Arden' is derived from the word Ardu meaning 'high land' and this relates primarily

to the part of the region that lies on the southern and eastern side of the

Birmingham plateau. lt is acknowledged that Arden was historically heavily wooded

and remains one of the more wooded parts of the Midlands today. For the area

around Redditch it is mentioned that "the hedges contain large numbers of oaks

with much holly and gorse, and there are remnants of heathland", and "Marl pits are

abundant near Redditch".

The County is also divided into Landscape Types on the basis of distinctive

landscape characteristics including geology, topography, vegetation and human

influences. The description for these provides a finer grain of information. The site

lies wholly within the Wooded Estatelands Landscape Type. The full description of

this area is provided at Appendix A, however the main points are summarised

below:

2.19 The Wooded Estatelands are described as:
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2.21

2.22

A large-scale, wooded agricultural landscape of isolated brick farmsteads, c/usfers of
wayside dwellings and occasional smallesfafe villages. Key visual elements in this
landscape are the many large, irregularly shaped ancient woodlands, often
prominently situated on low cresfs. lt is a landscape that can appear rather
functional, due to ifs sca/e; it can lack intimacy and warmth.

2.20 The key characteristics of the Wooded Estatelands are:

Primary
. Large discrete blocks of irregularly- shaped woodland
. Mixed farming land use

Secondary
. Rolling topography with occasional steep-sided hills and low escarpments
. Semi-regular pattern of large, hedged fields
. Woodland of ancient character
. Discrete settlement c/usfers often in the form of smallestafe villages
. Medium distance framed views
. Large country houses set in parkland and ornamental grounds

ln terms of management the following recommendation is made for this Landscape

Type;

The overall management strategy for the Wooded Estatelands would be one of
conservation with elements of enhancement and restoration, aiming to conserve the
large scale structure and wooded character of the landscape whilst seeking to
restore parkland areas and enhance the overall landscape by encouraging an
increase in woodland cover.

At the finest level of detail are the Landscape Description Units (LDU's), based on

the framework of Landscape Character Types. The site and its surroundings are

located in the Bordesley Wooded Estatelands LDU 4R10, which is described as

follows:

A soft rock area of mixed mudsfones and sandstones, with free draining, mixed
brown soils and an intermediate, undulating topography. The land use is pastoral
and the tree cover comprises interlocking, or frequent, usually large, discrete blocks
of ancient woodland. The settlement pattern is one of farmsteads and strings of
wayside dwellings associafed with a moderate to high level of dispersal and a small
to medium scale field pattern.

. relic deer park

. localised area of ornamental parkland with associated features, Bordesley Park,
BrockhillPark

. red brick building style

. dense streamline trees, notable at Dagnell Brook
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. localised c/usfers of marl pit pools

. localised enclosed rel¡c common: Rowney Green

. regular field boundaries

Condition (updated 2008)
. moderate intensity m¡xed farming with a declining field pattern with boundaries in

poor condition
o overall inconsistent and under-representation of woodland cover
. Iocalised high impact of modern ribbon development along roads noticeable in

eastern half
. localised high impact of urban development associated with prison complex

Historic Environment Assessment (Redditch Borough Council)
Su ppf ementary Statement for HECZI 48

This is based upon the evidence base provided by the Historic Environment

Assessment for Bromsgrove and Redditch Councils and the Worcestershire Historic

Landscape Characterisation Project and includes a broad review of the potential

effect of development generally within Historic Environment Character Zone 148.

The site lies within HECZ148e, which covers a wíde area north west of Redditch.

This area is described as Historic wooded landscape setting around parkland and is

given a sensitivity rating of medium and the sensitivity assessment states;

"Development will potentially impact on historic woodlands and historic hedgerows

that act as linkages, and the setting of HewellGrange".

The area registered as Historic Park and Garden at Hewell Grange falls within

parcel HECZ148| , this area is described as'Historic parkland with listed buildings'

and given a sensitivity rating of high. The sensitivity assessment states;

"Development will potentially impact on the historic parkland landscape of Hewell

Grange and its setting".

ln considering development the assessment recommends informed design to

ensure that the historic environment remains a fundamental and integrated part of

the landscape and promotes Green lnfrastructure (Gl)design, stating:

"A key objective in Gl design should be the development of opportunities to

conserve historic environment features and landscapes, and to promote their

contribution towards defining local identity and a 'sense of place'. Ihese objectives

will best be met as pari of multi-functional objectives that conserue, promote and
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enhance historic assets in parlnership with other environmental features, such as

local habitat and landscape".

Local Landscape Character

A preliminary assessment of local landscape character has been carried out, using

field evaluation and analysis of maps and other published data based on guidance

by Natural England. Local landscape character ¡s described below and should be

read in conjunction with the Aerial Photograph (Figure 2) and the Landscape

Character and Visual Analysis Plan (Figure 4). This provides a finer level of

assessment than those included within the Character Map of England and the

Worcestershire Landscape Character Assessment documents.

Batchley Brook Valley

The site and immediate landscape context lie within the Batchley Brook Valley

which is bordered by the ridgeline to the south west and woodland to the north east.

Although the valley is open in character, the site and adjacent fields are contained

by the ridge and extensive woodland blocks on rising land to the north around

BrockhillWood and Cladshill. This enclosure creates a distinct compartment of land

which predominantly comprises grazed fields enclosed by a good framework of

hedgerows with hedgerow trees. Severalfields on higher land are in arable use.

The Batchley Brook is a small watercourse often lined by vegetation and winds

discreetly through a broad corridor of lower lying fields. A public right of way follows

the valley bottom from the residential edge of Redditch to meet Hewell Lane close

to the north-west corner of the site. The remainder of the site is located on gently

undulating land which rises gradually to the southwest towards Hewell Lane. On

Hewell Lane, Tack Farm complex is located on a highpoint close to the ridgeline at

the south-western site boundary and comprises a collection of red brick buildings.

Oxstalls Farm is located on lower land within the site and includes agricultural

sheds. Elsewhere within this area, settlement includes Hewell Kennels, which

comprise a scattered collection of buildings and sheds just north of Batchley Brook.

The existing settlement edge of Redditch has an influence the southernmost and

more elevated parts of this area.
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The site and its immediate landscape context has been assessed as having a

medium landscape sensitivity, although it is in agricultural use w¡th a good

landscape structure, the presence of Hewell Kennels and the adjacent urban edge

influence its character. Any development proposals should seek to retain and

enhance the landscape structure.

Hewell Grange

Hewell Grange lies at the heart of this landscape surrounded by historic parkland

including a lake which is designated as a SSSI. This landscape is enclosed by

woodland and not visible within the wider landscape. The Grange is currently

utilised as a young offender's institution. To the north a modern purpose built prison

influences the adjacent local landscape and there are residential properties within

the wooded landscape. Hewell Park is listed on the English Heritage Register of

Historic Parks and Gardens. The listing includes two isolated fields to the south;

these are divided from Hewell Park by its peripheral woodland and separated from

the adjacent Batchley Brook local landscape character area by the topography.

The landscape of Hewell Grange varies in sensitivity. The features which provide

the landscape setting are of high landscape sensitivity. However its character is

influenced and by the modern prison uses and buildings which also lie within the

landscape setting. Although the area includes uses of low sensitivity overall it has

been assessed as having medium landscape sensitivity largely due to its historic

landscape structure. Hewell Grange and its landscape are enclosed by woodland

and inward looking in character. Appropriate development proposals within

adjacent local landscape character areas should not result in any discernible

change to this landscape. However, a suitable landscape buffer could be provided

in conjunction with development to reinforce the separation of the designated

landscape.

Brockhill

To the north the landform is more elevated and heavily wooded and the landscape

character changes significantly. The intervening woodland to the north of the site

divides the site and its context from the areas to the north, which comprise

extensive areas of arable farmland and large woodland blocks north of Brockhill

Farm.
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This area has been assessed as medium landscape sensitivity. lt is located at a

greater distance from the settlement edge influence of Redditch; however Hewell

Prison has a local influence on parts of this landscape. The woodland blocks

provide structure and landscape value, containing and compartmentalising the large

arable fields.

Urban

The urban context of the site comprises modern residential development with no

identified discerning built landscape features. A number of landscape features

provide structure to this urban area namely Foxlydiate and Pitcher Oak Woodland to

the south and a linear green corridor along the route of the Batchley Brook valley,

which includes landscaped parks and a waterbody as it passes through the urban

area.

The residential area as a whole has been assessed as low landscape sensitivity

although natural landscape features (woodland and the Batchley Brook Valley) are

of greater sensitivity, any development proposals should seek to extend these

features.



3.0 VISUAL APPRAISAL

3.1 A visual appraisal has been undertaken for the Site. This assessment has sought to

establish the visibilíty of the Site from surrounding receptors. The assessment was

undertaken on 11th August 2010. A baseline analysis of the available views is set

out below and is supported by a series of photo viewpoints (Figure 5), viewpoint

locations are indicated at Figure 4. An assessment of the potential visual effects of

development is considered in Section 6.0.

3.2 The following photographs have all been taken from publicly accessible viewpoints;

3.3 Viewpoints A'C: Brockhill Farm

The first three viewpoints represent the view towards the site from the limited

number of receptors identified on higher land to the north around Brockhill Farm.

3.4 From a short section of the public bridleway to the east of Brockhill Farm,

represented by Viewpoint A, there is a limited view above young woodland at

Brockhill Wood to the most elevated land within the site below Tack Farm, which is

located on a highpoint. The view is framed by Brockhill and CladshillWoods and the

ridgeline along Hewell Lane is well vegetated.

3.5 Viewpoints B and C are located on Brockhill Lane adjacent to Brockhill Farm, again

the view towards the site is limited by intervening woodland at Brockhill and Cladshill

woods. Tack Farm is visible on the highpoint with the more elevated land within the

site visible below. The majority of the site is screened from view. Foxlydiate and

Pitcher Oak Woods dominate the horizon above Redditch. From Viewpoint C

residential properties at the northern edge of Redditch are discernible.

3.6 Viewpoints D-F: Hewell Lane

Boundary hedgerows along Hewell Lane prevent the majority of views into the site.

The photographs are taken from breaks within the hedgerows.

3.7 Viewpoint D is taken from the point where the public footpath enters the site, in this

location a near highpoint prevents views across the site, Hewell Grange to the north

is screened from view by woodland on the near horizon. A roof at Tack Farm is just

discernible.
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Viewpoint E is taken from a break in the hedgerow adjacent to the lay-by just north

of Tack Farm. This is located below the highpoint and presents a channelled view

across the site to lower land within the Batchley Brook Valley with the existing

residential edge beyond; from here BrockhillWood rises to the horizon. To the north

a wooded horizon screens Hewell Grange from view. Hewell Kennels is visible

below Cladshill Wood. Roofs of Tack Farm buildings are visible on higher land to

the south.

From a lay-by adjacent to the 84096/84184 roundabout just north of Foxlydiate

Wood Viewpoint F is slightly elevated, the view north includes fields within the site

framed by Cladshill and Brockhill Woods on the horizon. Tack Farm is visible on a

highpoint on the near horizon. Hewell Kennels and Brockhill Farm are more distantly

visible. To the east properties within Redditch are visible along with the roof of

Oxstalls Farm on lower land within the site. There are channelled views of very

distant higher land to the east and north.

Viewpoints G - H: Redditch residential edge

These viewpoints are taken from the existing settlement edge. Viewpoint G

represents the view from Parklands Close and looks on to grazed fields with a near

horizon. Viewpoint H is from the public right of way as it exits the housing area and

enters the site, the view is across a broad low lying area with the Batchley Brook

identified as a tree lined course winding discretely through the valley bottom. The

area is enclosed by woodland and gently rising land on the near horizon. Properties

at the edge of Redditch overlook the valley. The topography and boundary

vegetation generally prevents views into the site and there are a limited number of

peripheral receptors with views to the site.

Viewpoints l-S: Batchley Brook Valley

These photos are taken from the public right of way that passes through the valley

Viewpoint I is 360degree view from within the valley. To the east and south,

properties along Appletree Lane and Dairy Lane are visible as well as those off

Parklands Close. The valley is contained by gradually rising land and woodland on

the near horizon.
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Viewpoint J is taken from adjacent to a small bridge over the Batchley Brook looking

north. The fields to the north of the site appear flat and low-lying contained by higher

land and woodland to the north.

Viewpoints K and L are located at the south west corner of BrockhillWood at a point

where an informal footpath is identified on the OS Explorer mapping. From K the

view south towards the site includes the tree lined course of the Brook in the

foreground with properties at the edge of Redditch beyond low lying fields.

Woodland on higher land contains Redditch and the site. To the west the site rises

to the near horizon, Tack Farm is just visible on a highpoint between gaps in the

vegetation. The view north from Viewpoint L shows a glimpse through the hedgerow

boundary across an arable field to Brockhill Wood and Cladshill Wood on the near

horizon.

From centrally within the valley Viewpoints M and N illustrate the wooded enclosure

north of the site. From Viewpoint N there is a glimpse view of Paper Mill Cottages,

which are well enclosed by trees which provide visual separation from the site.

Hewell Kennels are visible within the valley.

From Viewpoints O and Q there are glimpse views through gaps in hedgerows south

across grazed fields within the site. The tall, dense hedgerows create distinct field

compartments. Rising land limits the view to a near horizon. From viewpoint O the

roof of Tack Farm is just visible on higher land.

From Viewpoints P and S located just to the south of Paper Mill Cottages and on

slightly more elevated land, the view north beyond Batchley Brook (just discernible

as the nearest line of vegetation to the viewpoint) shows extensive areas of

multicoloured sheds at Hewell Kennels with fields rising beyond to Brockhill Farm

below a wooded horizon. From Viewpoint S the adjacent woodland belt that screens

Paper Mill Cottages from view lies adjacent to the Viewpoint.

From Viewpoint R a private lane continues westwards to Tack Farm. The route of

the public right of way continues diagonally across the arable field and appears

unused. Trees, woodland and rising land screen Hewell Park to the north, and

Hewell Lane and Tack Farm to the west.
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Viewpoint T: Redditch town

This represents the general view from elevated locations within Redditch. Due to the

orientation to the site and intervening properties the site is screened from view

although Brockhill and Cladshill Woods are visible on higher land on the horizon

beyond. There may be viewpoints elsewhere from private properties were parts of

the site can be viewed, however this would always be in the context of existing

settlement in the foreground and distant woodland on the skyline.

Summarv

The photographs demonstrate that the site is well contained within a limited visual

envelope. Although land within the site rises to meet the ridgeline along Hewell

Lane the potential receptors remain limited due to the presence of the ridgeline and

the surrounding undulating, wooded landform.

Potential residential receptors identified include the adjacent residentíal edge of

Redditch (from where there are limited views to a small part of the site along the

Batchley Brook Valley) and a small number of farmsteads including Tack Farm,

Oxstalls Farm, Brockhill Farm and Hewell Kennels. Oxstalls Farm lies within the

site. There are two public footpaths through the site and a short section of bridleway

on higher land to the north. There are very limited views through several gaps in

hedgerows along Hewell Lane and Brockhill Lane. There may be limited and more

distant views from elevated land and properties within Redditch to the south;

however, if visible, the site would be seen distantly and in the context of built-up

urban areas within the foreground. lmportantly no views were identified from Hewell

Grange and its landscaped setting, both being contained by peripheralwoodland.
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PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

This section identifies the current relevant planning and legislative framework in the

context of the landscape and visual issues, with particular focus on Green

lnfrastructure and spatial planning of natural greenspace. Only those policies of

greatest landscape and visual relevance to the site are listed.

National.Context

National planning policy contains a number of relevant general policy references

within the Planning Policy Statement (PPS) documents. The most relevant to

landscape and visual issues are:

Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Susfainable Development

Planning Policy Statement 3: Housing

PPG 17: Planning for Open Space, spoñ and recreation

Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation

Planning Policy Statement 7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas

PPG17, PPS9 & PPST (in part) will all be replaced by the new PPS on Planning for a

Natural and Healthy Environment when published (this latter document is currently

out to consultation) and it includes more detail on the spatial planning role of natural

greenspace and green infrastructure.

Reqional Context

As of 6th July 2010 Central Government has revoked all Regional Spatial Strategies.

However at a regional level a number of guidance documents have been published

that influence and support the policies set out within the RSS. Landscape related

documents comprise;

West Midlands Fit for the Future? Preparing the Region for Economic Recovery.

Green lnfrastructure. West Midlands Regional Observatory.

Green lnfrastructure: A prospectus for the West Midlands Region, prepared on

behalf of the West Midlands Regional Assembly's Environment Partnership by

TEP and Alison Millward Associates, January 2007

a

a
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4.8

. Green lnfrastructure for the West Midlands Region: Technical Mapping Paper, a

Guide to the spatial mapping and assessment of Green lnfrastructure for public

and wildlife benefit. A report for West Midlands Regional Assembly by TEP,

January 2007

. Restoring the Region's Wildlife: Regional Biodiversity Strategy for the West

Midlands, West Midlands Biodiversity Partnership, 2005

. Growing our Future: the West Midlands Regional Forestry Framework, October

2004

. West Midlands Regional Forestry Framework, Growing our Future 2OO8-2011

Delivery Plan

¡ Worcestershire Access and Recreation Strategy, Worcestershire County Council,

Final Report, March 2004

The above documents focus on delivery of Green lnfrastructure and advocate that

Green lnfrastructure principles should be enshrined within development planning

policy. They set out guidelines to Local Authorities for developing Green

lnfrastructure Strategies as part of the Local Development Frameworks.

No technical Green lnfrastructure studies have yet been undertaken that cover the

administrative area for the site.

Local Context

Although the site adjoins Redditch, only a small part of the site lies within Redditch

Borough, the remainder lies with Bromsgrove District. The following planning policy

documents are therefore currently applicable (full wording of the listed policies is

included at Appendix B);

Borough of Redditch Local Plan No. 3 Adopted 3l"t May 2006

The Redditch Local Plan proposals map identifies areas of 'Primarily Open Space',

Sites of Special Scientific lnterest (SSSIs), Special Wildlife Sites and Local Nature

Reserves (LNRs). Those within the context of the site are mapped on Figure 6

Existing Landscape Features. The following saved local plan policies have been

identified as most relevant;

Policy CS.8 Landscape charactera
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a

Policy B(BE).13 Qualities of Good Design

Policy B(NE).1a Trees Woodland and Hedgerows

Policy B(NE).3 Wildlife Corridors

Policy B(NE).10a Sites of NationalWildlife lmportance

Policy B(NE). 10b Sites of Regionalor LocalWildlife lmportance

Policy R.1 Primarily open space

Policy R.6 Protection and Provision of allotments

Redditch Preferred Draft Core Strategy Document 3l"t Oct 2008- 8th May 2009

Emerging landscape key related policies for Redditch Borough are as follows;

¡ Policy SP.3 Sustainability Principles

. Policy BE.3 Landscape Character

. Policy BE.S Trees

. Policy H2. Primarily Open Space

. Policy SC.7 lnfrastructure

¡ Policy BE1 Climate Change (extract)

. Policy BE2 Flood risk and water management (extract)

Bromsgrove District Local Plan, Adopted 2004

The majority of the site area lies within Bromsgrove District. The Bromsgrove Local

Plan Proposals Map identifies the following landscape features and designations

within the context of the site; Hewell Park Registered Park and Garden, a Landscape

Protection Area and a SSSI. Applicable saved policies are as follows;

Historic Parks and Gardens (S48)

Designation of Landscape Protection Areas (C1)

Submission of Landscaping Schemes (C5)

Development Affecting SSSI's and NNR's (C9)

Development Affecting SWS's and LNR's (C10)

Development Affecting other Wildlife Sites (C104)

Wildlife Corridors (C1 2)

Effect Of lnfrastructure Development On The Landscape (C16)

Retention Of Existing Trees (C17)

Retention Of Existing Woodland (C18)

Support For Public Rights Of Way (RAT12)

a

a
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a

a

. Protection Of NaturalWatercourse Systems (ES1)

. Use Of Soakaways (ES6)

Bromsgrove District Core Strategy, Draft October 2008

There are no specific landscape policies in the Bromsgrove District Core Strategy

Draft Document from October 2008. Core Policy 5 concerns Managing Natural

Assefs and includes reference to development proposals paying due attention to the

regional character and landscape type as described in the Landscape Character

Assessment lnteractive Map. Core Policy 6 Managing Man Made Assets refers to

Registered Parks and Gardens and the wider historic landscape of the district.

Worcestershire Structure Plan, adopted June 2001

The Worcestershire Structure Plan covers the period 1996-2011. A number of

landscape policies from the Plan have been saved;

Landscape Character (CTC1 )

Skylines and Hill Features (CTC2)

Trees, Woodlands and Hedgerows (CTCS)

Green Open Spaces and Corridors (CTC6)

Published Guidance Documents

There is a number of published guidance documents setting out central government

approaches to Gl, biodiversity and natural greenspace, those most relevant to this

study are summarised below. Many of these set out their own standards for

measuring whether sufficient greenspace is available for local communities. The

principles set within these guidance documents have helped guide the development

of the Green lnfrastructure principles for the site.

Green I nfrastructure Guidance:

Green lnfrastructure Guidance. Natural England (2009)

This guidance document is introduced as follows;

The provision of green infrastructure in and around urban areas is now widely
recognised as contributing towards creating places where people want to live and
work. The concept of green infrastructure is embodied in the Government's Planning
Policy Sfafemenfs (PPS) 1 and 12. lt is an essenfia/ component of good planning for
urban and rural areas, pafticularly in the face of climate change... Using the



4.15

Guidance, Natural England will drive forvvard green infrastructure planning and
delivery.

Natural England's definition of green infrastructure;

'Green lnfrastructure is a strategically planned and delivered network comprising the
broadest range of high quality green spaces and other environmental features. lt
should be designed and managed as a multifunctional resource capable of delivering
those ecological services and quality of life benefits required by the communities it
serves and needed to underpin sustainability. /fs desþn and management should
also respect and enhance the character and distinctiveness of an area with regard to
habitats and landscape types.

Green lnfrastructure includes established green spaces and new sifes and should
thread through and surround the built environment and connect the urban area to its
wider rural hinte¡|and. Consequently it needs to be delivered at all spatial sca/es
from sub-regional to local neighbourhood levels, accommodating both accessib/e
natural green spaces within local communities and often much larger sites in the
urban fringe and wider countryside.'

4.16 With reference to new development;

Green infrastructure is especially relevant to the housing and economic growth
agendas (parficularly the Growth Areas and Growth Points) and to the regeneration
of urban areas. Here green infrastructure is about development going hand-in- hand
with the protection and enhancement of existing environmental assefs and the
creation of new ones. /f's about putting the environment right at the centre of the
planning process and producing a strategic and linked, multifunctional network of
spaces with benefits for people and wildlife. /f's a/so about underpinning the
sustainability of a town or city, including making it resilient to the effects of climate
change and enabling local authorities to meet their duty to conserue biodiversity
under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006.

4.17 The document sets out how to plan for green infrastructure effectively, providing a

'good practice pointers' checklist to evaluate planning applications in relation to

green i nfrastructure provision

The pointers are organised under a variety of themes. These are: i) landscape
character, setting and management, ii) biodiversity and access to nature, iii) water
management, iv) climate change adaptation, v) healthy, cohesive communities, vi)
green travel, vii) green specifications, viii) standards and facilities, and ix) ensuring
g ree n i nfrastructu re del ive ry.

4.18 The guidance refers to accessibility and quality standards as a guide to assist in Gl

planning with specific reference made to Accessible Natural Green Space Standards

(ANGSI), Green Flag Awards and service standards such as NNRs and Country

Parks or local standards were used (LNRs). lt goes on to say

However in every case standards can only be used as a guide as there can never be
a 'one size fits all' solution. Ihls is because green infrastructure provision must also
reflect local need and the specific character, oppoftunities and constraints presented
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by individual slfes, taking into account population trajectories and proximity to
existing green infrastructure. lt must also reflect, and not conflict with, the need for
sustainable urban form (e.9. greenspaces accessible by sustainable modes of
transport). Whilst it is impoñant to plan the new green infrastructure in advance of
development, it should also reflect established character (including landscape and
townscape) and urban grain.

Start with the Park: Creatinq sustainable urban qreen spaces in areas of housinq
qrowth and renewal, CABE Space, 2005

This guide provides a clear route for successfu/ place-making in areas of housing
growth and renewal. By planning networks of green spaces, and thinking about their
design and care, we will not repeat the mistakes of the past. The inspiring examples
are from areas of housing growth and low demand - examples that have /essons for
areas of bofh sorfs. The guide provides a resource that can be referred to regularly,
and is a gateway to other publications offering more detailed guidance. Above all, it
shows that meeting the demands of housing growth and renewal is not just about
units of housing, it is about transforming neighbourhoods.

The document goes on to set design guidance for well designed green spaces and

summarises these with a series of watch points:

. Be clear about function - Decision-makers should be sure about why they are

creating or retaining a space, who will use if and how. They should carefully

consider all the potential economic, social and environmental benefits

. Reflect and enhance local identity - Parks, sguares and gardens can contribute to

the identity of a place, reflecting the complexity of local landscape, culture and

heritage

. lntegrate green spaces with building design - Decision-makers need to consider

carefully how buildings can help to make green spaces overlooked and well-

defined. Housing areas should provide a range of good private and public spaces

. Consider how each space relates to the public realm network - Parks, woodlands,

river corridors and other green spaces should form pañ of an accessible

hierarchy of linked green and civic spaces of different functions, sca/es and

characters

. Provide for choice - Green spaces should be designed to allow for choice and play,

and for people to experiment with using and experiencing them in different ways

. Build for longevity and flexibility - Consider how spaces might adapt to changing

social, economic and environmental conditions

. Consider all user groups - Public open spaces should not be dominated by any

single group in such a way as to make others feel uncomfoftable. This means

catering for a range of needs and involving a range of users

4.19

4.20
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. Provide a range of habitats - Public and private green spaces of allscales should

be designed to work with nature to enhance and develop local biodiversity.

4.21

Natural Greenspace Guidance

2010.

This provides a tool to assess levels of accessible natural greenspace available to

communities. There are three underlying principles;

a) lmproving access to green spaces.
b) Improving naturalness of green spaces.
c) lmproving connectivity with green spaces.

4.22 Natural Greenspace is defined as P/aces where human control and activities are not

intensive so that a feeling of naturalness rs a//owed to predominate.

4.23 The Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSI) are referred to in a number

of the national and local planning policy documents including the Redditch Open

Space Needs Assessment. Within these documents it is proposed that the

standards assist in setting broad guidelines in Gl planníng.

424

Planninq Association, September 2004

"The aim of the guide is to provide guidance on how to maximise the opporiunities

for biodiversity in the planning and design of sustainable communities. The guide

takes the user through the design process, presenting a toolkit of besf practice that

can be tailored according to the scale of the development opporlunity".

4.25 Reference is made in the document to 'Natural Greenspace' and a Green

lnfrastructure network recommended standard ls proposed at page 18, partly based

upon ANGST (2003).

4.26 The document provides guidance on masterplanning for the following benefits;

The establishment of a masterplan enables new green infrastructure to be designed

to realise the social, economic and environmental benefits of biodiversity...
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Regional parks, green grids and community forests enable large areas of habitat on

the urban fringe to be linked together, creating a source of biodiversity for our towns

and cities...

Parks provide urban residents with access to recreational green space and an

experience of nature within the urban area...

Review of Local Authoritv Open Space Needs Assessments

Both Redditch and Bromsgrove have prepared Open Space Needs Assessments

that will be considered as the Green lnfrastructure and greenspace proposals for the

site evolve. For the site context the studies conclude the following;

Redditch Borough Open Space Needs Assessment 2009

This includes a review of the existing open spaces within the Batchley Ward. lt

identifies 24 open spaces in the Batchley Ward, 20 of which have unrestricted

access, and concludes that the Batchley Ward is adequately provided for, with a

surplus of +0.68ha / 1000 population. Within Section 8 a table shows Specific

Provision Levels and identifies a surplus provision of Amenity Open Space, Schools

and School Grounds, and semi natural space against the Borough standard and an

under provision of Parks, Play Areas and Sports Facilities.

Bromsgrove Open Space, Sport and Recreation Local Needs Survey

(commissioned December 2007)

This recognises the need to create linkages for natural and semi natural green

space. ln Bromsgrove east - wards Tardebigge and Alvechurch, it identifies a

priority for new or re-profiled provision of children's play and young people but notes

that there is overprovision of other facilities within these wards. Generally

throughout the district it was noted that enhancing the quality of sports pitches is

probably more important than providing quantity with generally a good distribution of

sports facilities across the district - although it is observed that there is an

undersupply of junior and mini-soccer pitches, cricket pitches, junior rugby (although

surplus of senior pitches) and theoretical oversupply of adult pitches. Deficiencies in

allotment provision were also noted.

The report discusses priorities for open space and recreation and concludes; ln

summary therefore, the main implications relating to quality, quantity and
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accessibility aris¡ng through this study for each type of open space which should be

addressed through the Local Development Framework (LDF) and include:

. protect all parks, natural areas, allotments and sports facilities through a policy in

the LDF

. . facilitate enhancement of sifes in terms of biodiversity as well as a recreational

resource

c . facilitate the delivery of new play areas and facilities for young people focusing

on ensuring that provision ¡s appropriately located and targeted at the local

audience - this may include rationalising and reprofiling exrsfrng srïes

. . allocate additional land for the provision of allotments pañicularly in Hagley,

Rubery, Wythall and East Bromsgrove

. . support the improvement of the quality of outdoor sporfs facilities and address

d ef ic ie nci e s wh e re possrb/e

. . promote the development of green linkages including the development of

cycleways and the Public Rights of Way Network and maximise the recreational

role of River corridors

. . encourage the use of sustainable transport by linking large parks and open

spaces by green corridors and public transport routes

. maximise contributions from developers where appropriate.

The conclusions from these reports will be considered as the development proposals

are detailed.

Summarv

ln summary, the applicable saved Local Plan and draft Core Strategy policies

highlight several landscape and biodiversity designations applicable to the site

context, namely the SSSI and Registered Park and Garden at Hewell Park, and the

Landscape Protection Area to the north of the site; these are identified on Figure 6.

However, no specific planning policy or landscape designation constraints

specifically applicable to the site were identified.

National and Regional guidance on developing Green lnfrastructure networks and

delivering accessible natural green space have been considered and have guided

the preliminary Green lnfrastructure and Masterplanning proposals for the site.

These guidance documents along with the local authority assessments of open



space needs will be considered as the Masterplan and Green lnfrastructure

proposals are developed further.
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5.1

5.2

5.0 MASTERPLAN AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY

The Masterplan and the Green lnfrastructure strategy for the site have been

developed together following an iterative process. The background policy and

guidance has been considered as an integral part of this process. Key landscape

features and environmental assets have been identified for the site and its context

through site suruey and desktop research. These are identified at Figure 6.

The prelrminary Green lnfrastructure proposals are set out within Figure 7 (The

Proposed Green lnfrastructure Plan). With development it is proposed to retain the

site landscape features within a robust Gl framework. The existing hedgerows,

Batchley Brook and woodland landscape features would be retained and

strengthened within a network of connected greenways to provide a strong 'sense of

place' to the development that reflects and enhances local identity. Regard has also

been given to features of ecological interest.

5.3 The Green lnfrastructure proposals plan illustrates how existing hedgerows and

trees would be retained within a network of green corridors that would define and

contain the development parcels and connect the open spaces within the

development. This existing framework would be supplemented with new woodland

planting along the south-western boundary to enhance existing green linkages

between Foxlydiate Wood and young woodland at the south-western site boundary

and woodland to the south of Hewell Grange, whilst reinforcing visualcontainment of

the site along this edge. A broad swathe of open land alongside the Batchley Brook

would be retained to provide the backbone to the proposed development. This

wraps around the northern edge of the site, and potentially could become a

Community Park or a Nature Park to provide an alternative destination to that of

Arrow Valley Park for communities within the north-western areas of Redditch.

5.4 Recreational linkages from the site into existing greenspace networks within

Redditch have been considered and identified as part of the Gl and masterplanning

proposals and are illustrated at Figure 7. The retained open Batchley Brook corridor

connects directly into the existing 'Primarily Open Space' network within Redditch;

this would provide a link from the site through existing urban green spaces almost as

far as the town centre. The proposed network of green corridors offers opportunities
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to provide further recreational linkages to the adjacent settlement edge and

Foxlydiate Wood, and to enhance connections to the rural network of public

footpaths, including the Monarch's Way long distance trailto the south-west.

The Green lnfrastructure proposals will comprise a series of connected natural

greenspaces that would link a variety of public open space uses. lt is an aspiration

to deliver a robust Green lnfrastructure with development that would reflect and

enhance local character and be appropriately managed in perpetuity. The proposals

would be developed in liaison with the local authorities involved to ensure that new

Gl proposals connect into and enhance the local open space network to meet the

needs of the local community and address wider biodiversity, landscape and

sustainability objectives. ldentified local shortfalls in open space and play provision

would be considered and on-site provision made where appropriate. Bromsgrove

District Council within their open space local needs assessment identify a shortfall of

junior football / rugby, cricket, allotment and play provision for the Tardebigge and

Alvechurch wards in which the site lies. Redditch Borough Council similarly has

identified a shortfall in parks, play areas and sports facilities within the Batchley

Ward.

As the masterplan evolves, the Green lnfrastructure will consider further:

. a network of recreational routes accessing the greenspace framework;

. formal and informal play and sports facilities;

. habitat creation and enhancement opportunities;

. safeguard landscape character and enhance where possible,

. consider energy and food production, allotments and orchards; and

. a sustainable urban drainage system, incorporating flood attenuation and

water resource management with potential to assist in mediating flood

issues downstream within Redditch.

. sustainablelandscapemanagementprinciples

The site is contained within a robust hedged and wooded framework. The Gl

proposals retain and reinforce this framework extending woodland and open space

corridors from the adjacent settlement area to integrate the development well with

the landscape. The Gl will provide a high quality setting to the development, which

to maximise the landscape and visual benefits for the new community would be

designed to front onto and integrate with the greenspaces.



6.0 LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT

6.1 This section provides an analysis of the desktop landscape character publications

and planning policy context alongside the site based assessment findings in order to

consider the appropriateness of the site for redevelopment in landscape and visual

terms.

6.2 The site and its immediate context are well contained by the landform and

surrounding extensive woodland cover. The site comprises predominantly grazed

fields located between Redditch residential settlement edge and the 4448. Within

this landscape adjacent to Redditch settlement edge there are only a few scattered

farmsteads and a kennels within the site context. Hewell Grange and elevated

farmland to the north are separated from the site context by extensive connected

areas of woodland.

6.3

Landscape

The background landscape character publications describe the site context as

having a rolling topography and as well wooded, with woodland often of an ancient

character and prominently located. Fields are described as well hedged with a

number of large oak trees. The landscape includes narrow meandering river valleys

with long river meadows, an abundance of marl pits, country estates and areas

dominated by urban development and associated urban edge landscape.

6.4 The documents recommend conservation management of woodlands, retention of

hedges and trees and implementation of planting schemes using native species to

screen urban edges and new developments. The sensitivity of the landscape to

development is not defined within the landscape character assessment publications,

however the Historic Environment Assessment gives the landscape in which this site

is located a sensitivity rating of medium.

6.5 ln terms of local landscape character, the site and a small number of adjacent fields

are contained by peripheral woodland and landform and form a landscape

compartment. This area is influenced by the adjacent Redditch settlement edge and

by the Hewell Kennels just north of the site. lt has however been assessed as

medium landscape sensitivity due to its intact landscape structure of hedgerows,

trees and the Batchley Brook. The landform and surrounding woodland separates
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this compartment from more elevated land and Hewell Grange to the north, also

assessed as med¡um landscape sensitivity. Although the adjacent settlement area

of Redditch comprises modern housing with no discernible built landscape features,

the settlement is located within a framework of woodland and connected open

spaces and any development proposals should seek to extend and enhance this

character.

The undulating, heavily wooded landscape context of the site naturally contains the

site and separates the local landscape into distinct parcels. As a result, the effects

of development on the wider landscape would be low and importantly no notable

effects on the setting of the Hewell Grange have been identified.

The Masterplan and Green lnfrastructure proposals demonstrate how existing

landscape features within the site (the Batchley Brook and hedgerow network) and

the surroundrng woodland would be retained and enhanced with development to

bring wider Gl connections and benefits to the local landscape.

Visual

ln visual terms the photographs demonstrate that the site is visually well contained

with only a small visual envelope; this is as a result of the surrounding topography

and woodland cover. The site itself is undulating and rises gradually to the south

west where it meets the ridgeline. Development proposals should seek to ensure

that new development is located below the ridgeline; a woodland belt located upon

the ridgeline would strengthen the woodland connections along this ridgeline and be

in keeping with local landscape character.

Only a limited number of potential receptors have been identified. These include

residential areas adjacent to the site and potentially on rising land within the north-

west of Redditch, although away from the site boundary views towards the site are

likely to be restricted by intervening landform, woodland and properties. Within the

site landscape context receptors identified are limited to Tack Farm, Oxstalls Farm,

Hewell Kennels, Brockhill Farm, two public rights of way through the site, a short

section of bridleway adjacent to Brockhill Farm and glimpse views through gaps

within hedgerows from peripheral roads of limited parts of the site. From the majority

of receptors only parts of the site are visible due to the local variations in topography
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and vegetation cover, although Tack Farm, positioned on a local highpoint adjacent

to the site may have panoramic views.

lmportantly no potential view was identified from Hewell Grange or Park, which is

contained by woodland. The two arable fields to the south of Hewell Park fall within

the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens listed area. These fields are

located north of a highpoint which divides them visually from the site.

The assessment demonstrates that with a well considered masterplan, development

of the site would have only a limited visual impact on the few receptors identified.

From the majority of receptors views would be limited to small parts of the

development and restricted by intervening vegetation, landform and / or buildings.

Planninq Policv

The Bromsgrove and Redditch Local Plans identified a few landscape and

biodiversity designations for the local context of the site, including a SSSI that covers

the lake at Hewell Grange, Hewell Grange Registered Park and Garden, a number

of localwildlife designations covering woodlands within Redditch to the south and an

Area of Landscape Value to the north of the site. There were no designations

directly applicable to the site. The landscape and visual assessment demonstrates

that the site is well contained and with implementation of a well considered

masterplan development of the site should not result in any landscape or visual

effects on any of these designations.

The guidance provided within the Green lnfrastructure and accessible natural

greenspace guidance documents is gradually becoming enshrined within local

planning policy. The report demonstrates how the Gl and masterplanning proposals

for the site have taken into account and applied current guidance and policies on

landscape character and environmental sustainability with the view to delivery of a

robust and sustainably manageable greenspace framework.
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CONCLUSION

The landscape and v¡sual assessment demonstrates that the preliminary Concept

Masterplan Options and Green lnfrastructure proposals would result in limited

landscape and visual effects. lmportantly development of the síte would not have

any notable adverse effects on Hewell Grange Registered Park and Garden.

The local topographical variations and woodland cover provide an excellent level of

containment for the site. This, combined with the existing landscape features of the

site (the hedgerow network and Batchley Brook), prov¡des opportunities to extend

and enhance existing Green lnfrastructure. The Green lnfrastructure proposals set

out at Figure 7 illustrate the guiding principles for the development, providing the

framework to deliver landscape enhancement, recreational and biodiversity benefits

both for new and existing communities by enhancing links to the countryside and

meeting government healthy living, biodiversity and Gl objectives. The retention and

enhancement of the landscape features within the proposed Green lnfrastructure will

help to define the local identity for the development proposals and create a distinct

'sense of place'

The report demonstrates how the Gl and masterplanning proposals for the site have

taken into account and applied current guidance and policies on landscape character

and environmental sustainability with the view to delivery of a robust and sustainably

manageable greenspace framework in conjunction with development. As the

proposals evolve, it is intended that they will be developed in liaison with Bromsgrove

and Redditch local planning authorities to ensure that new Gl proposals connect into

and enhance the local open space network to meet the needs of the local community

and address wider biodiversity, landscape and sustainability objectives.

This assessment has looked at the BrockhillWest area principally as a whole, without

attaching particular weight to the administrative boundary. The revocation of the RSS

framework which was addressing cross-boundary issues at Redditch, may lead to

less co-ordination of expansion of the town. ln landscape terms, it is concluded that

development on the land in Redditch Borough can proceed within the analysis that

has been undertaken of the wider area, recognising that the boundary is formed by

clearly defined natural features on the ground. Development edge landscaping in



this location would reinforce these natural features and also form a part of the wider

Green lnfrastructure proposals for the site as a whole.
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Site Photo Q - View south east f rom Field south of Paper M¡llCottages
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Character Area

97

Arden )

Key Characteristics

o Wclì-u'ooded farmlan<ì landscape with rolling

landl'r¡rm.

o Ancicnt landscape pattern o[ small ffclds, winding

lancs and dispcrscd, isolatcd hamlcts.

o Contrasting pattcrns of well-hcdgcd, irrcgular fìclds

and small woorllands interspcrsccl with ìargcr scmi-

regular fìclds on t'ormer clccr parks ancì cstatcs, ancl

a geomctric pattern t-¡n flormcr commons.

o Numerous areas of formcr wootl-pasturc with largc,

old, oak trees, oftcn associatctì with hcathland

remnants.

o Narrow, meanclcring river vallcys lvith long rivcr
mcadolys.

o North-eastcrn industrial arca based around former

Warwickshire coalfìcld, with distinctivc collicry

scttlemcnts.

o North-rvcstcrn area dominated by urban

clevelopment ancl ass<¡ciatcd urban ctlgc lantlscapcs.

Ardcn compriscs färmland and lormcr rvoorì-pasturc lying

to thc south ol Cannock Chasc and Cank Wood.

Traclitionally rcgarclccl as thc land lying betrveer.r the rivcr
l-ame ancl thc rivcr Avon in Wanvickshire, thc Ardcn

lan<ìscapc also cxtends into north Worccstcrshirc to abut

thc Scvcrn anrl Avon Valcs. To thc north and north-east it
prcscnts a stecp cscarpmcnt to the opcn landscapc of thc

Mcasc/Scncc Lowlands. The castern part abuts and

surrouncls Covcntry, bcyoncl which lics thc similarly rvcll-

woc¡dccl farn-rland and rcmnant heathlancls <-rf L)unsmorc and

tlrc morc opcn lärmland ol thc F-cldon, with thc Cotsrvolcl

scarp bcyond. To thc south lies the prosperous agricultural,

horticultural and orchald lands o['the Avon vallcy. Within
thc ovcrall charactcr, thcre is wiclc variation which langes

fiom thc cncl<.¡scrì rivcr vallcys, through tl.rc un<ìulating

w<¡ocìccl landscapc and smaìl hcdgccl fìclrìs oÊ thc main

platcau, to thc rcmains of thc coal inclustry in thc north-

sìo

cast. Surviving lcaturcs inclurle sprarvling scttlcmcnts of
urban fì'ingc charactcr with rcd-brick tcrracerì housing,

spoil hcaps and snrall pockcts of rathcr run-dowrr pasturc

ancl arablc färmìancl.

Well hedged, small scale irregular fields and small woodlands
characterise the ancientArden landscape and contribute to the
sense of unity.

Thcrc arc lcrv dramatic physical lcaturcs l¡ut thc Arclcn

countrysitìc has a strong scnsc of unity. Brick ancl timbcr

arc comnìon builrling rnatcrials throughout thc arca ancì

thc many hamlcts anrì làrrnstcacls arc a happy fit to tlrcir
surroundings. The charactcristic placcnamc elemcnts of
end and green inåicatc thcir origin on and arouncl f<-rrnrcr

commons. This is Shakcspcarc's'ts-orcst of Arclcn',

historically a rcgion of rvoodìancls and hcaths, which

today rcmains onc of thc lnorc lvoorìcd parts of thc

rcgion. Thcrc are many nìâturc hcclgcrolv oaks,

nurncrous patchcs of ancicnt woocìlan<ì ancì parks

containing rcmnants of wood-pasturc. Thc association

with lbrmcr common and hcathland also imparts a strong

unity, rcflcctcd by thc lviclcsprcarl occurrcrìcc of
heathlancl vcgctation and roarìsiclc brackcn. The largcr

commons lravc bccn cnclt-¡scd within a rcctilincar pattcrn

o[ largcr ficlcìs, straight roads and hccìgcs, but therc arc

still srnalìcr colnmons as wcll as cxtcnsive arcas of
làrmlancl, charactcrisccl by smaìl, ilrcgular flicl<ìs, clcnsc,

thick hcclgcs, rvincling lancs antl tracku'ays.

At thc corc o[ the arca is a smaìl-scale intricatc lantlscapc

of lolv, r'ounclcd hills, stccp scarps ancl small inciscd vallcl's

which, u'ith thc abunrìant trcc ancl u'oorllancl covcr, givc a
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strong sensc ol cnclosurc with views oltcn bcing sevcrcìy

rcstricted. Narrow, frcqucntly sunkcn, lanes link scattcrcd

farms and hamlcts built of brick and timbcr. An ancicnt

landscapc is apparcnt in thc nroatetì sitcs, ol<ìcr buildings,

small parks, fragmcnts of hcathland and lvct pasturc and,

pcrhaps abovc all, in thc broad, sprcading oaks of hccìgcs,

commons and pasture woodlands. To thc north-wcst,

around the southern eclgc of Birmingham, thcrc is a changc

to a landscapc of parliamentary cnclosure with rcgular,

rcctilincar fields, long straight roads ancì gently lolìing

pasturc vvhich is oftcn horse grazcd. Unlike thc rural corc,

post-war rcsiclcntial devcìopmcnt at placcs ìike Hocklcy

Hcath and Earlswood has had a consitlcrable influcncc on

thc landscapc.

In contrast to thc cncloscd charactcr of much o[ thc area,

Arclcn also contains bands of wootlccl cstatc ìands on thc

more gcntly rolling landforms with largc hill-top woocllancls

ancl arablc fìeltls. Hcdgcs and hedgcrow trecs havc much
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ìcss signiffcance than elscwhcre and nucleated villages arc

thc typicaì scttlelnent. Some have now grolvn as commuter

scttlemcnts. Dcer parks werc oncc common in thc arca and

thcrc is still an ancicnt u'o<¡dcd appcarance to thcsc sitcs.

A more distinctìy parkland charactcr is lbun<ì particularly

betwccn Wroxall and Stoncleigh and in the lowcr Blythe

vallcy. Thc land hcrc is generaìly flat ernphasising the

importancc of the woodland and parkland trecs. The woods

thcmsclves vary from ancicnt to geometric 20th century

plantations. Somc parklanrls such as Arbury Berkswcll

rcmain largcly intact while at placcs likc Packington and

Stonclcigh thcrc arc thc rcmains of oldcr dccr parks,

Thrcatling through all o[ thesc lanr'lscapes, thc river vaìlcys are

more fertile and cnclosc<ì. They arc typically rather narrow

and mcandcring, with long rivcr mcaclows on thc fìoodplain,

rivcrsidc poìlards, alders and blocks of scrub as well as the

rcmains o[ mills, pools and ìccts. Arablc larmìand cxtcncls

into the morc fcrtilc s<¡uthcrn rivcr valleys antl clscwhcre.

To thc north-cast thc lanclscape is primarily industrial and

rcsidcntial ancì thc lcgacy of mining activitcs is strong. There

are moclern housing cstatcs and small inclustrial units which,

in many cascs, form part of thc urban fringe of the larger

industrial towns and citics to thc cast. Gol[ courscs, plalng
fìclds and, around Hartshill, quarrying are conspicuous.

Ncverthclcss the arca contains a signiffcant proportion of

varicd anrl often-stccpìy sloping farmlancl antl woo<ìland.

Much of thc lattcr has dcvclopcd on old collicry spoil sitcs

and is of nature-conservation value. Mining subsidcnce at

Alvecote has producccl a complcx scrics o[ wctlands.

Birmingham has a clearly-dcfincd conccntric pattcrn o[
dcvelopmcnt. Much of thc lanclscape is tlominated by 19th

ancl 20th century housing, the former in charactcristic rccl

brick. Canalsr parks, golf courscs anrì t]c rivcr corri<ìor lorm

the main opcn spaccs, with a substantial parkland area around

thc Univcrsity at Erlgbaston and somc low-density garclcn

suburbs likc Bournville. Encloscd within thc urban arca arc

firagmcnts o[ oldcr landscapcs like Castlc Bromwich Park.

Thc northern and central parts of thc area lic across thc

castcrn part of thc Birmingham platcau, which compriscs

two upliltcd blocks of oldcr Palac<¡zoic strata, thc South

Staf'fordshirc C<¡alficld and thc Warwickshirc Coalficlds.

Thesc arc separatcd by an area of Triassic rocks, thc

Knowlc Basin, rvhich is mostly covcrcd by glacial drift. The

ccntral area (Knowlc Basin) is ìorver lying than thc adjaccnt

Palacozoic area and is largcly untlcrlain by Mcrcia

Mutlstoncs and covcrcd by glacial sands, gravcls or till. This

givcs rise to a gently rolling lanclform, cut by thc rivcr
Blythe and its tributaries. Alluvium antl rivcr terracc

deposits have becn cxtensivcly rvorkerl for aggregatcs along

many of the river valleys.

Narrow allwial flood plains with boundaries marked by

prominent sinuous hcdgelines.The¡e river meadows, often with
riverside trees, creatc a stront sense of place and a feeling of
naturalncss.

Thc castcrn arca is a tlisscctcrl platcau consisting of
upìilted Carbonifcr<¡us antl oltlcr Palacozoic antl

'Prccambrian' rocks, rising to 180 m AOD near Corlcy.

Most of the plateau is occupicd by Uppcr Carbonifcrous

red muclst<¡nc and sanclstone, fiingcd to thc north and east

by thc C<¡al Mcasurcs o[ thc Warwickshirc Coaìficld.

Cambrian and Prccambrian r<¡cks [orm narrow outcrops

along thc north-castcrn cclge of thc platcau, whcrc thcy

arc faultcd against Triassic strata to prcscnt a stccp scãrp

towards thc Measc/Scncc Lowlands. The Carbonil'crous

rocks are cut off sharply to thc wcst by a boundary fault

which produccs a pronounccd ctìgc to the platcau acljacent

to thc Tame and Blythe valìcys. The platcau slopcs away

gradually to thc vallcys o[ thc Avon and Sowe rivers,

wherc thc intcrfluvcs arc mostly covcrccl by river tcrracc

deposits ancl glacial drift.

The southern part ol' thc arca is undcrlain by Mcrcia

Mudstoncs, with outcrops <¡f Ardcn Sandstonc ftrrming

promincnt cscarpmcnts, Glacial lcatures occur to thc south-

cast and south-west, thc lattcr inclucling thc Ridgcway, a

flat-toppcd glacial ridgc running along the Warwickshire/

W<¡rccstcrshire county boundary.

Light, sandy soils prccìominatc in thc north. Hcavicr clay

s<¡ils antl loams occur cxtcnsively in ccntral and southcrn

Ardcn. Thc poorer sandy soils arc aciclic and, rvhen cleared

o[ woodlantl, often became lcached, giving risc to hcathlan<ì

vcgctation. On thc hcavier soils, woodland clcaranccs wcre

usually succccdcd by thc <ìcvcìopmcnt of pasturc grasslands

and wood-pasturc. Marshy lands occur on thc more fertile

alìuvial clays ancl loams of thc rivcr vallcys. Thc arca is

cìraincd to the south by the rivcrs Arrow, Alnc and Avon,

and to thc north by thc rivcrs Tamc/Blythe ancl Ankcr. The

river Tamc joins with thc river Rca to crcatc a wirìe,

shalìow vallcy to the east of Birmingham.
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Extensive wo<¡tlland cover probably remained over the area

into the Anglo-Saxon period, pcrhaps as late as the llth
century, with subscqucnt clearance and cnclosure for arable

antl stock. Many manorial deer parks were established in

the l2th and l4th centuries and emparkmcnt continued

into the 15th century, the remnants of which accounts for

much of the ancicnt wood-pasture lantlscapc seen today.

Early woodland clearances were farmed as small hedged

cnclosures or 'closes', which created a characteristic pattern

of small, irregular fields. Open fìeld agriculture was only

practiscd to any significant extent in the Blythe valley, the

lower Arr<¡w and Alne vallcys ancl the areas around Bcarley

and Norton Lindsey. Piecemeal enclosure began early in the

south, with most ffelds being already enclosed before thc

18th century. In the Blythe Valley enclosure was not

completed until the 19th century.

Many of the comm<¡ns were woodetl until relatively

recently, often being managed as wood-pasture comprising

scatteretl trees and shrubs over grazcd grassland or

heathland, Other commons on poorer, more acidic soils

were more extcnsively heathlantl, many of these having

bcen cleared <¡f woodland at an early date. The large

commons did not disappear until the latter stagcs of
enclosure in the early 19th century by which time therc

The large-scale
rolling
of the

topography
wooded

estate landscapes
is characterised by
prominent hilltop
woods. Disperscd
red brick and
timber farmsteads
fit well into these
morc ProsPerous
agricultural
landscapes towerds
the south of the
area.

was little of the formerly extensive woodland cover of the

Arden left.

Coal exploitation, influenced by the location o[ canals,

began in earnest in the l9tlr century. Mining villages sprang

up in the north-eastern part of the area an<l soon attracted

coal-powered industries. Cokeing and smelting industries

developetl and, later, power statiom which, with associated

road networks and railways, produccd an area of industrial

Arden' betwccn Tamworth and Nuneaton. The l9th and

20th century expansion of Coventry has had a strong

influence on the surrounding lantlscape,

Birmingham developed in a [airly compact way flrom its

original medieval centre and small-scale medieval

industries. A ring of encircling suburbs began after thc

arrival of the railways and this pattern of concentric

development continued through the 20th cerrtury. The

result is a rich variety of surburban types from the model

village o[ Bournvillc to tower blocks.

Arden's association with Shakespeare is wcll known, and

the Elizabethan connection has l¡een emphasised by Sir

Walter Scott's novel Kenilwo¡¿t\. In a morc reccnt period,

at thc westcrn edge of the area, Hagley and Leasowes at

Halcsowen are historic parks which have formed a focus for

writers and designers, eg William Shenstone at Lcasowes

and James Thompson at Haglcy. North Artlen leatures

Hrsrorrc.rl ¡nd Cultur-¡l lnfltrences
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strongly in George Ëliot's novels. Tolkein's home at Hall

Green is reflected in the fantasy landscapc of his books,

The open ffeld agriculture in the river valleys and elsewhere

was associated with nucleated villages but, elsewhcrc, thc

pattern of settlement is scattere<ì and dispersed. The

commons attracted settlement by landlcss labourers which

formecl the basis for many of the Arden hamlets and the

isolated wayside cottages with long, narrow gardens. The

dispersed settlement pattern is reflected in a maze of
narrow, twisted and often sunken lanes which serve

outlying farms and hamlets.

Thc rolling topography of nortfuwcstArdcn i¡ dominated by
urban devclopmont and at3o€iatod urban edgc landscapcs.

The rise of wealthy yeoman farmers in the late Middle Ages,

saw the construction of many substantial brick and timber

farmhouses, often sited on earlier moated settlemcnts. Brick

and timber rcmains thc material of most oltler buildings.

The pit villages associatetl with the coal mining ar€a are more

recent and quite distinct. Such villages contain much early

20th century terraced housing, often situated on hill tops.

Somc of the villages were newly constructed to house colliery

workcrs. There is often rather dispersed and incoherent 2(hh

century development around thcse villages and more

substantially around Coventry and thc smaller towns.

In the Birmingham arca, particularly centrall/, attractive

terracotta colour bricks are present in the l9th century

buildings that have survived post-war re-development. A

few timber framed buildings such as the Old G<¡wn in the

city centre havc also survivetl.

Around Birmingham the concentric settlement pattern is

dominated by 20th century residential tlevelopment in a witle

variety of styles, enclosing parks and open land, especially

along the river corridor. On the eastern edge, thc motorways,

airport buiklings and the NEC dominate the landscape.

Away from thc urban areas, the main land uses are pasture

grasslancl and rough grazing, particularly on the thinncr antl

more acidic soils, togcthcr u'ith some remaining hcathland

on poorcr s<¡ils in central and northern areas. Heathland is

now much <ìiminished in extent. Much of what remains has

been encroached by bracken, gorse ancl scrub, Arable was

formerly largely confìned to distinct areas, noticeably the

wider parts of the river valleys and the estatclands, but is

now increasing consiclerably in extent. Woodland is quite

frequent throughout the area. On the ìighter sandy soils

towards the north, oak and birch are the most common

trees. The heavier clay soils in the central and southern

areas originally supported lime-dominated woodland but

this has now been largely convertecl to oak antl ash.

Early woodland clearance in much <¡f the Arden gave rise

to small, irregular ffelds with thickly-hedged boundaries.

Later enclosure of the deer parks proclucecl larger, semi-

regular fìelds divicled by straight heclges, as did lgth
century enclosure o[ the open agriculture of the Blythe

valley. Late enclosure of the large commons procluced

small to medium rectilinear fields surroundetl by the

irregularly sinuous bounclary of thc original common,

particularly signi[icant cxamples being at both

Sambourne antl Shrewley. Thc latter extends nearly ten

miles from Rowington to Balsall Common. In the south

rolling landform ancl gradual enclosure producctl
medium-sized ftelds.

o Rural character has been affected by 'suburbanisation',

including inappropriate building materials and layouts for

new devclopmcnt, ornamental planting and upgrading of
minor roads.

o There has been agricultural intensification, particularly

conversion of permanent pasture to arable, but als<¡

c<¡nvcrsion flrom hay to silage. Most of thc remaining

pasture is more intensively managed, floristically poor

and often reseeded,

o There has been loss and deterioration of hedges, the

flormer particularly as a result of fìeld amalgamation,

resulting in a more fragmented landscape. Goppy hedges

have bcen formed by excessive hedge trimming or

complete aband<¡nment of managcment.

o There is a lack of young trees to replace t}e present ageing

tree population, especially in hedges and small clumps.

o There has been a general lack of woodland

managemcnt in many places, lcading to deterioration,

coupled with conversion from oak to fastcr-growing,

often non-nativc, species.
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o There has been expansion at the edges of the smaller

t<¡wns and Coventry, as well as around villages

and hamlets.

o Rccently complctecl new r<¡acls such as the M42 have

considerable irnpact on the landscape and other highway

schemes are under consitìeration.

o Change in agriculture, as well as past management

practices, have rcsulted in straightenetl river courses and

a loss of wetland habitats.

o Thc conservation management of woodlands, particularly

ancient and semi-natural woodlands, and wood-pasture is

important in this area of good tree cover.

o Thc disperscd settlement pattern is a key characteristic

of much of the area. Dcvelopment guidelines ancl village

strategies, including speciffc design guidelines, can assist

in safeguarding this pattern.

o The retention of hedges and hcdgerow trees should be

addressed, especially in the north-eastern part of the arca.

o Planting schemcs using native tree species are

appropriate for screening urban edges and new

residential developments.

o There is scope for thc restoration of heathland, especially

on roadside verges, and for the active management (notably

bracken and scn¡b clearance) of existing heathlands.

o The restoration of mineral extraction sitcs is an

opportunity to absorb these areas back to the character

of t}e surrounding ìandscape an<l to create habitats <¡f

wildlife interest.

o There is scopc for the restoration and appropriate

management o[ riverside wetland and the conservation of

the natural river course and the distinctivc floodplain

hedge and tree pattcrn.

Hains, B A and Horton, A (1969), British Regional Geologsr:

Central England, Third Edition, (HMSO for Institute of

Geological Science; London).

Miffward, R & Robinson A (1971), The l,l/est Midlands,

Macmillan, L<¡ndon.

Warwickshire County Council ( 1993), Watwickshire

Lanilscape Guidelines: Arden.

Based around the formerWarwickshirc coalfìel4tho nortfi
eâstern industrial landscape can be qu¡tc rural in characteqwith
pockets offarmland often ¡urrounded by urban developmenc
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Landscapes of Worcestershire
Landscape Type Information Sheet

Wooded Estatelands
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Landscape Type Information Sheet

Wooded Estate ands

Thc largc woodland blocks trnd to be discrctc unit¡ but rcly on thc prcrcncr of
hcdgcrows to achirv¡ . 3.n3e of vl¡uel cohc¡lon wlthln the l¡nd¡capc. Hcdgerow
lo¡¡ and dctcrioration l¡ cvldent, pafticularly in .¡cat whcr¡ intcnsivc arrbh
farming i¡ dominant, resulting ln lsolatlon of the woodland¡. Somt dilutlon of the
ancicnt character of thc woodlandc has takcn placc, largcly through conlfcrl¡o-
tion, and although the vi¡utl efr¡cts arc lcs¡ than in landscapcs of morr pro'
nouncrd topogrephy, it is dcsirabh to restoro thc mixcd broadlcaf character. Th¡
axtrnt of many of thc parklands hac bG€n severcly rcduccd, wlth former parkland
trccs now standlng amld¡t arablc cropping. This i¡ a simplc landrcapc which
could carily losc it¡ intcArity and bccomc muddlcd and confuslng if thc rangc of
fcaturc¡ assoclatcd with it wcrr to bc incrqascd, partlcularly if small scalc elr-
mcnt¡ wcrc introduccd lnto it.

Thcre i¡ a necd to con¡crvc and rcstorr thc hcdgcrow fabric, although in a land-
Jc.pc of this largt scalc, thi¡ could bc focu¡cd on tho prlmary hcdgerow pattcrn
of owncrshlp, p¡rl¡h and road¡idc boundary hcdgcr. In addition to conlcrving
and rc¡torlng thc mixcd broadlcaf composition oÇ thc cxisting woodlands, thcsc
landscapcs havc considcrablc potential for the planting of ncw large scalc wood-
lands. New woodland planting would strengthen and ¡nhancc thc charactcr of
m.ny of thcsc landscapcs. Many of the componcnt fcaturcs of thc parklandr arc
now ovcrmaturc or in a rclic statc and Initiativcs to f¡cilitatc parkland rcstoration
should bc promotcd widely in thcsc arcas. Opportunitics should bc particuhrly
sought to rcunitc the original ¡calc and conccptual fremework of parkland .ra.3,
by rncouraging thc convcr¡lon of areble land back to pcrmanent pasturc.

Thc ovcr¡ll management rtratcAy for thc Woodcd E¡t¡tcland¡ would bc onc of
con¡crvation wlth clomcnts of cnhanccmcnt and rc¡toration, aiming to con¡clc
thc largc scalc ¡tructurc and woodcd cheractrr of th¡ landscapc whilst sceklng to
rc¡torc perkhnd arc.¡ and enhance thc over¡ll landscape by cncouraging an in-
creas. in woodland covcr.

lrndæepr euËdln¡¡
. conscrve rll rnclcnt woodland ¡ites and rcstock wlth locelly occurrlng nrtlvr

rpccler
o p¡ornotc new largr scrlc woodbnd planting
. ncw woodland phntlng should bc of native broadloavcd spccios, favourlng

olk a¡ the domln¡nt ¡pcci¡c end rclrtc to the ¡crle and spetial pattem of
thr L¡ndscap. Typ.

. sonscrvc and ruûtora thc hrdgrrow pattorn, wlth paÉlcular attention givln
to prlmary hedgrrows

¡ ¡rck to rnsur. hedgerow llnkage to all woodland block¡, for visual cohesion
¡nd wlldllf¡ benelît

. conscrvc rnd reeto¡¡ prrkhnd

. con¡ervc the lntegrlty of c¡tat¡ villagcs

For more information visit our website www.worcestershire.oov.uk/lca or contact the Worces-
tershire County Council Environmental Poliry Team on 01905 766038
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Historic Environment Assessment for Redditch Borough Gouncil:
Suplimentary Historic Environment Statement for the Subdivided
HECZ 148

Historic environment assessment and setting

The evidence base underpinning this statement is comprised of three sources

o The Historic Environment Assessment for Bromsgrove and Redditch
Councils (provides broad landscape setting and assessments of survival,
potential and sensitivity).

. Worcestershire Historic Landscape Characterisation Project (provides
detailed historic landscape assessment).

. Worcestershire Historic Environment Record (provides details and
locations of known historic environment sites and features).

Site specific background

Criteria used to assess the historic environment in this document (taken from the
District HEA reports)

o Survival- based on current records, land-use and the impact of existing
development

o Potential - an assessment of the likelihood for the presence of additional
historic environment features

o Documentation - record of previous research and related sources
. Diversity - assesses the range of multi-period, or multi-evidence type

features (structural, below/above ground, landscape) and landscape
attributes

o Group value - identifies where there is a strong coherence by period or
evidence type

o Amenity value - identifies historic environment attributes within the zone
with potential to be conserved and promoted as part of Green
lnfrastructure or amenity provision.

o Sensitivity to change - identifies sensitivity to change based on the
impact of medium to large-scale development

HEA statement lor HECZ 148
Summary: A gently undulating wooded landscape over mixed mudstones
and sandstones, with free draining, mixed brown soils.

Historic Landscape: The ancient saltway, the probable Roman road and
the prehistoric ridge way add significant time depth to the road network.
The settlement pattern is one of farmsteads and strings of wayside
dwellings associated with a moderate to high level of dispersal. This is
a complex landscape of piecemeal and Parliamentary enclosure with
some later field amalgamation and reorganisation. Land use is pastoral
and the tree cover comprises interlocking, or frequent, usually large,
discrete blocks of ancient woodland. There are large areas of parkland,
both relic and surviving.



Archaeological Character: Hewell Grange is a Registered Park and the
Worcester and Birmingham Canal a Conservation Area. Alluvial deposits
survive along the River Arrow floodplain. There are a large number of
Listed and unlisted historic buildings, mainly associated with parkland
features and the dispersed farmsteads. There are also numerous above
and below ground archaeological features dating from the Bronze Age
onwards.

HECZ 148: Hewell Bord and Alvechurch Parks

ScoreHECZ Criteria Description

2Survival Significantly intact historic landscape and surviving
below and above ground archaeological features.

3Potential There is high potential for further above and below
ground archaeology.

Documentation Numerou¡ archaeological i nvætigotion¡, docum cntary
and cartographic sources, HLC

3

Diversity of
historic
environment
assets

A wide range of above and below ground features,
landscapes and buildings.

3

A coherent landscape, although slightly degraded in
places.

2Group value
association

A good PRoW network with links to thc Worccster and
Birmingham Canal Conservation Area.

2Amenity value

2Sensitivity to
change

Partr of this zonc an hþhly scruitiìrc to changc, othor
areas have some capacity.

17Overall score



Subdivision of HEGZí4S
The process of subdividing HECZ148 has attempted to map key historic
environment feature or landscape types that distinguish each of the sub-zones
from one another. As with the parent HEA project, this remains a strategic and
indicative assessment of headline historic environment character, potential and
sensitivity. The subdivision has therefore taken the main historic environment
constituents of HECZ148 and attempted to define them spatially within the main
zone.

The resulting map of eight sub-zones provides a spatial guide outlining survival,
potential and sensitivity. lt is important to note that diverse historic environment
characteristics will be encountered throughout each sub-zone. This is reflected in

the high diversity score identified for HECZ148.

The headline characteristics remain general and are biased towards historic
landscape and structural character. This is inevitable, given that in order to
extract further detail of below ground archaeology, there is a need to carry out
some form of field investigation.

The key probabilities have been identified in the sub-zones, although to some
extent they may overlap. For example, it is likely that late prehistoric and
Romano-British period archaeology survives along the course of Ryknild Street,
which is noted in sub-zone HÊC2148d. There is, however, potential for similar
archaeology in other sub-zones, such as within environmental remains sealed within
alluvial deposits in HECZ148c. The table below is a break down of character and
sensitivity as for the sub-zones. As with the parent HEA, this should at least provide
an historic environment context for planners and developers.

Subdivided character zones (see also maps 1 and2l

Sub.lon¡ Bro.d chrnctrr
statement

Srnrhlvlty
rating

Srmltlvþ r¡¡¡¡ryn¡nt

HECZ148a The Bishops Palace
Scheduled Monument
and its setting in relic
parkland that occupies
hiqh qround.

High Development will potentially
impact on the setting of the
SAM and affect views to and
from the high ground with relic
parkland character

HECZ148b Rowney Green
settlement and its
wooded setting

Medium Rowney Green is a linear
settlement set on high ground
in a wooded landscape of
small fields. Development will
potentially impact on the green
setting of the settlement and
also views to and from the
settlement

HECZ148c High potentialfor
alluvial archaeology

High Development will potentially
impact on sensitive
archaeological remains
preserved within, and below,
alluvial deposits in the Arrow
Valley

HECZ148d lntact historic field
oattern and parkland

High Development will potentially
imoact on the historic field



bordered by Ryknild
Street to the east

pattern and below ground
archaeology associated with
Ryknild Street

HECZ148e Historic wooded
landscape setting
around parkland

Medium Development wi ll potentially
impact on historic woodlands
rìd hbloriê hrdg.ror r¡ thtt.ct
as linkages, and the setting of
HewellGranqe

HECZ148f Historic parkland with
Listed Buildings

High Development will potentially
impact on the historic parkland
landscape of Hewell Grange
and its settinq

HECZ148g lntact historic field
pattern

Medium Development will potentially
impact on the historic
piecemeal enclosure field
pattern

HECZ148h Relic parkland on high
ground

Medium Development will potentially
impact (particularly visually) on
the largely open, relic parkland
landscape and setting of
Rowney Green that occupies
hiqh qround



Map 1: locations of the eight sub-zones identified in HECZ148
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Map 2: HECZ148 sub-zone assessment of sensitivity to change set in context
with the surrounding HEA assessment of sensitivity
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Principles of development
The historic environment is a fundamental and integrated part of the landscape.
There will inevitably be an impact on the historic environment from development,
however, this can be managed through an approach that aims to:

Establish the priorities and level of investigation necessary through early
consultation with local government historic environment and conservation
officers, and where appropriate, English Heritage

Carry out an investigation of the historic environment (of the site and its
setting) through an appropriate programme of works as set out in PPSS

Minimise impact to the historic environment and manage change through
informed design

Promote interpretation and access to strengthen an appreciation of sense
of place

Design m ulti-functional Green lnfrastructure objectives that deliver
conservation of historic assets in partnership with other environmental
objectives

Both masterplanning and Green lnfrastructure design are key processes where
there are opportunities to minimise the impact to, protect and promote areas and
assets of historic environment value within the site. Links to Green lnfrastructure
assets beyond the site should be created in order to promote connectivity and
access to the wider historic environment. A programme of investigation should be
commissioned by the developer to expand the evidence base, which will in turn,
inform detailed site planning, explore opportunities to mitigate loss and conserve
historic assets as part of development and Green lnfrastructure design.

Key Green lnfrastructure objectives include:

Allocation of open space and green space where this can afford protection
to high value / sensitive, below ground archaeology. Detailed site
investigations will need to be carried out in order to identify the locations
and extent of below ground archaeology
Provision of interpretation to promote the historic environment evolution
and local context of the site
Conservation, restoration and replanting of historic hedgerows to
strengthen Historic Landscape Character will also provide links for wildlife
and biodiversity enhancement.
Creation of access and enhancement of existing Public Rights of Way
network to provide links to historic environment sites and special
landscapes beyond the site boundaries.

Planning Policy Statement 5 currently sets the policy framework for investigations
of the historic environment. The document sets out procedures the developer
should follow to commission investigations to assess all historic assets, as
defined, both within the development site and its wider landscape setting. The
requirements for conservation, mitigation and interpretation will be subject to the

O

a

a

a

a

o



outcomes and analysis of those investigations. The results will support detailed
planning advice and any requirement for detailed conditions, which is typically a
phased programme of works. A key objective in Green lnfrastructure design
should be the development of opportunities to conserve historic environment
features and landscapes, and to promote their contribution towards defining local
identity and 'sense of place'. These objectives will best be met as part of multi-
functional objectives that conserve, promote and enhance historic assets in

partnership with other environmentalfeatures, such as local habitat and
landscape.

Sources for planning

Specialist advice:
o Worcestershire Historic Environment and Archaeology Service (County

Historic Environment Record covering Bromsgrove and Redditch Districts)
o District Conservation Officer (Bromsgrove and Redditch)
o District and County Landscape Officers
. English Heritage

Documents:
o The Historic Environment Assessments for Bromsgrove District Council

and Redditch Borough Council, Worcestershire Historic Environment and
Archaeology Service

o Planning for Landscape, Biodiversity and the Historic Environment in the
development of Green lnfrastructure Strategies in Worcestershire,
Technical Research Paper: Version 2, Worcestershire County Council

o Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment

Sources:
o Worcestershire Historic Environment Record
o District Listed Buildings records
. English Heritage Scheduled Monuments records
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APPENDIX B

CURRENT APPLICABLE PLANNING POLICIES

Borough of Redditch Local Plan No. 3 Adopted 31"t May 2006

Policv CS.8 Landscape character
Proposals for development, and assoclafed land use change or land management, must
demonstrate that they are informed by, and sympathetic to, the landscape character of
the area in which they are proposed to take place. ln considering development
proposals, the Borough Council will take every opportunity to safeguard, restore or
enhance, as appropriate, the landscape character of the area in which they are
proposed. The implications of development proposals relating to the landscape will be
assessed having regard to the degree to which they would:

i. be appropriate to, and integrate with, the landscape character of the area;

ii. safeguard or strengthen the features and patterns that contribute to the landscape
character and local distinctiveness of fhe area with particular attention being paid to both
the scale, layout, design and detailing of existing buildings and other man-made features;
and to the semi-natural vegetation characteristic of that area; and

iii. relate to the sensitivity of the particular landscape and location to accommodate
change. Developmenf, or associated land use change or land management, which
would adversely affect the landscape character of an area, will not normally be allowed.

Policv B(BE).13 Qualities of Good Desiqn
With regard to the need for good design, all applications for development will be
assessed in accordance with the following criteria where appropriate:

ii. the development will be well connected to and integrated with the wider settlement and
respond to the needs of pedestrians, cyclists, public transporf and people with
disabilities;

vi. the oppoñunities to incorporate wildlife habitat features are taken where fhis ls
appropriate;

viii. the development will retain, enhance and/or create urban spaces, views, landmarks
and other townscape features which make a significant contribution to the character of an
area and provide the oppor-tunity to open up such features to public view; and

Policv B(NE).1a Trees Woodland and Hedqerows
Existing trees, woodlands and hedgerows of nature conseruation, amenity or landscape
value should be retained and their appropriate management encouraged. The
impoñance of ancient semi-natural woodlands is recognised and parlicular emphasrs
should be placed on their conservation. Proposals to conserve and increase the
indigenous broadleaved cover in both urban and rural areas are to be encouraged
providing these do not cause damage or lead to the deterioration of existing habitats and
features of biodiversity importance, are in keeping with the landscape character of the
area and achieve successfu/ integration with the landform. Proposals will be pafticularly
encouraged where these would lead to:

i. the establishment of native woodlands in appropriate places, that expand and link
ancient semi-natural woodland remnants;

ii. the restoration to native woodland of non-native plantations on ancient woodland sites
in priority locations;

iii. the introduction of management proposals fo conserve and enhance trees and
woodlands in urban areas and on the urban fringe;

jl4452llandscape and Gl reporUAppendix B
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iv. multi-purpose tree planting for nature conservation, amenity, landscape improvement,
and timber production; and

v. the conseruation of veteran trees.

Policv B(NE).3 Wildlife Corridors
The Borough Councilwill seek to protect and enhance fhose 'countryside features'which
acf as wildlife corridors, such as hedgerows and watercourses and also other biodiversity
features of impoftance that acf as 'stepp¡ng sfones' from one habitat to another.
Development which would be materially detrimental to the most impoftant of these
'countryside features' will not normally be permitted. However, where it can be
demonstrated that the benefits of development clearly outweigh the resultant detriment to
local wildlife and to the value of that feature as a wildlife corridor, development may be
permitted. ln such cases, conditions and/or planning obligations will be used to minimise
damage and to ensure habitat enhancement and/or creation is carried out on or close to
fhe sife wherever appropriate to maintain a corridor.

Policv B(NE).10a Sites of NationalWildlife lmportance
Proposals for development, or land use change, in or likely to affect, Sifes of Specra/
Scientific lnterest ISSS/9 will be subject to the most rigorous examination. Where such
development may have an adverse effect, directly or indirectly on the SSSI ff will not be
allowed unless there are no reasonable alternative means of meeting that development
need and the reasons for the development clearly outweigh the value of the site itself and
the national policy to safeguard the intrinsic nature conservation value of the national
network of such srÏes.

Where the site concerned is a National Nature Reserve INNR) or a site identified under
the Nature Conservation Review (NCR) or Geological Conse¡vation Review (GCR)
pafticular regard will be paid to the individual slfe's national importance.
ln all cases where development or land-use change is permitted:

i. any damage to the nature conservation and/or geological value of the site will be kept
to a minimum; and

¡¡. adequate and appropriate protection and enhancement of the sife's nature
conservation and/or geological interest will be secured, and where necessary,
appropriate and adequate compensatory measures will be provided, using conditions
and/or planning obligations where necessary.

Policv B(NE). l0b Sites of Reqional or LocalWildlife lmportance
The nature conservation value of Local Nature Reserves (LNRs), Special Wildlife Sites
(SWSs), Regionally lmportant Geological/ Geomorphological Siúes and Sdes of Wildlife
lmportance subject to a Section 39 Agreement under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
found within the Borough, ranges from that of local to national significance. Development
or land-use change, likely to have an adverse effect on such sifes will not be allowed
unless there are no reasonable alternative means of meeting the development need and
it can be clearly demonstrated that the reasons for the development or land-use change
outweigh the intrinsic nature conservation and/or geological value of the site which may
be affected by the development.

ln all cases where development or land-use change is permitted:

i. any damage to the nature conservation and/or geological value of the site will be kept
to a minimum; and

ii. adequate and appropriate protection and enhancement of the sife's nature
conservation and/or geological interest will be secured, and where necessary,
appropriate and adequate compensatory measures will be provided, using conditions
and/or planning obligations where necessary.
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Policv R.'1 Primarilv open space
Proposals which would lead to the total or partialloss of Primarily Open Space will not
normally be granted planning permission unless it can be demonstrated that the need for
development outweighs the value of the land as an open area. ln assessrng applications
for development on Primarily Open Space the following factors will be taken into account:

i. the environmental and amenity value of the area;

ii. the recreational, conservation, wildlife, historical and visual and community amenity
value of the site;

iii. the merits of retaining the land in its existing open use, and, the contribution or
potential contribution the site makes to the character and appearance of the area;

iv. the merits of protecting the site for alternative open space uses;

v. the location, size and environmental quality of the site;

vi. the relationship of the site to other open space areas in the locality and similar uses
within the wider area;

vii. whether the site provides a link between other open areas or a buffer between
incompatible land uses;

viii. that it can be demonstrated that there is a surplus of open space and that alternative
provision of equivalent or greater community benefit will be provided in the area at an
appropriate, accesslb/e locality; and

ix. the merits of the proposed development to the local area or the Borough generally.

New areas of Primarily Open Space created by developments during the course of this
Plan period will warrant the same levels of protection as the Primarily Open Space
identified on the Proposals Map. Proposals for development on Primarily Open Space
land that contribute to the nature and purpose of the open space may be deemed
acceptable by the Council.

Policv R.6 Protection and Provision of allotments
... lf the demand for allotmenfs rncreases during the course of this Plan period and the
Council is unable to provide residents with existing allotments, developers may be
required to provide new allotmenfs ln association with new developments.

Redditch Preferred Draft Core Strategy Document 31"1Oct 2008- 8th May 2009

Policv SP. 3 Sustainabilitv Principles
The need for sustainable development is integral to the Core Strategy. ln order to
achieve this all proposals will be expected to:

seek fo reduce the need to travel by private car and enable the necessary'
infrastructure to facilitate walking*, cycling and public transporf fo access homes,
7bbs, shops, education and other services and facilities;

incorporate waste managemenf processes ln accordance with the wasfe
h i e ra rch y ( Red u ce, Re u se, Recycl e, Recov e r, D i spo se ) ;

demonstrate that the use of sustainable, locally sourced and recycled materials
has been considered;

I

II.

¡i¡.
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tv not increase the risk of flooding in the site or elsewhere, and where possib/e
incorporate SUDS and other methods of water efficiency;

incorporate sufficient renewable energy production facilities and principles of
sustainable design and construction;

protect and enhance the quality of natural resources including water, air, land,
habitats and biodiversity;

remediate contaminated land, where appropriate; and

protect and enhance historic and cultural heritage and communify assefs of the
Borough.

"This includes infrastructure for wheelchairs and any other mobility disability.

Policv BE.3 Landscape Character
Proposals for new development or change in land use / management must demonstrate
that the Borough's distinctive landscape is protected, enhanced or restored and that they
are informed by, and sympathetic to, the landscape character of the area in which they
are proposed to take place.

Policv BE.5 Trees
Existing trees, woodlands and hedgerows should be retained and their appropriate
management encouraged. Particular emphasis should be placed on the conservation of
ancient semi-natural woodlands. Proposals should:
i. conserve and increase the indigenous broadleaved cover in the Borough;

ii. establish native woodlands in appropriate places, that expand and link ancient semi-
natu ral woodland remnants;

iii. restore native woodland of non-native plantations on ancient woodland sifes rn priority
locations;

iv. involve multi-purpose tree planting for nature conservation, amenity, landscape
i m prove me nt a nd ti m be r prod uction ;

v. conserve veteran trees; and

vi. respond to the Worcestershire Landscape Character Assessmenf.

Proposals should not cause damage or lead to the deterioration of existing habitats and
features of biodiversity importance. They must achieve successfu/ integration with
landform.

Policv H2. Primarilv Open Space
Primarily Open Space and assoclafed Green lnfrastructure make an important and
valued contribution to the Borough of Redditch and its distinctiveness.

Primarily Open Space will therefore be protected and, where appropriäte, enhanced to
improve their quality, value, multi-functionality and accessibility. Oppoftunities wll be
sought to improve the network of green spaces and corridors for the benefit of people,
wildlife and the character and appearance of the Borough. Proposals involving a /oss or
partialloss of Open Space will be assessed against the following criteria as applicable;

the environmental and amenity value of the area;

the merits of protecting the site for alternative open space uses;

vi.

vii.

viii.

t.

ii
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¡¡i.

iv.

the location, size and environmental quality of the site;

the relationship of fhe srTe to other open space areas in the locality and similar
uses within the wider area;

whether the site provides a link between other open areas or a buffer between
incompatible land uses;

'countryside features' which act as wildlife corridors, such as hedgerows,
watercourse and other biodiversity features of importance.

New areas of Primarily Open Space created by developments during the course of this
Core Strategy period will warrant the same levels of protection as fhe Primarily Open
Space identified on the Draft Proposals Map.

Policv SC.7 lnfrastructure
The delivery of the necessary infrastructure to support future development requirements
is dependant on the successfu/ delivery of development schemes. Ihe Borough Council
will only permit proposals where:

i. it has been demonstrated that the proposal places no additional pressure on the
existing infrastructu re capacity;

ii. its impacts are minimised on the existing infrastructure required to support it; and

iii. appropriate investment is secured either in the form of works or financial contributions
to mitigate the cumulative impact on infrastructure. Key lnfrastructure
requirements to deliver the objectives of the Core Strategy include, but are
not limited to;

Schoo/s
Open space and recreation
Enhancement to Redditch railway
Bordesley Eypass
P u bl ic T ra n sport Roufes
Green lnfrastructure
Affordable Housing
Landscape Character
Biodiversity including habitat creation and local environmental improvements
Town Centre, Public Realm and Public Art

The Borough Council will work with providers and developers to ensure that all new
developmenf rs served by the necessary infrastructure within a suitable time. Standard
charges and/or standard formulae as appropriate will be imposed for the payment of
fi n a nci al contrib ution s.

Policv BE1 Climate Chanqe (extract)
vi. all development must protect, conserve, manage and enhance natural and built
heritage assefs; in particular schemes involving the production of renewable energy
should enhance, link and extend natural habitats so that opporfunities for species
migration are not precluded.

Policv BE2 Flood risk and water manaqement (extract)
B. Water Management
The Water Cycle Strategy identifies a need for sustainable water demand management
techniques in the Borough. As such, every new development will require the inclusion of
Sustainable Drainage Sysfems ISUDs) and, where appropriate, will be required to
dr-spose of the collected surface runoff on site. Developments will also be expected to
incorporate greywater recycling and rainwater harvesting where practicable.

vi
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Bromsgrove District Local Plan, Adopted 2004

Historic Parks and Gardens (S4B)
Planning permission or listed building consent will not be granted for development which
would have an adverse effect on the character and setting of historic parks and gardens.
Proposals will be assessed against their effect on:

a) views into or out of the park or garden;
b) rzrsfas or sequential views within the park or garden;
c) natural' elements such as tree belts, avenues, specimen trees, water features,

ornamental gardens and plant species;
d) structures, súafues and garden ornaments;
e) the topography of the garden;
f) open spaces and their relationship to enclosures.

Desiqnation of Landscape Protection Areas (C1)
Landscape Protection Areas are designated by the District Council and are indicated on
the Proposals Map.

Submission of Landscapinq Schemes (C5)
Applications for development should be accompanied by satisfactory landscaping
schemes where these are judged appropriate by the District Councilto complement the
proposals at the time of submission of a detailed planning application.

Development Affectinq SSSI's and NNR's (C9)
Development proposals which would destroy or adversely affect, directly or indirectly, a
designated or proposed Slfe of Special Scientific lnterest or National Nature Reserue will
not be permitted. ln the event of a designated or proposed sife of international
impoftance being identified within the District it will be subject to the extra protection and
special procedures appropriate to the designation.

Development Affectinq SWS's and LNR's (C10)
Development proposals which would destroy or adversely affect, directly or indirectly, a
Special Wildlife Site, Local Nature Reserye or sifes subject to an Agreement under
Section 39 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, will only be permitted where it can
be demonstrated that the net adverse impact of the proposal is nof significant, having
regard to the value of the nature conservation features which were the reason for the
designation of the site.

Development Affectinq other Wildlife Sites (C104)
The District Council will seek to minimise the effects of development proposals on
features of nature conseruation impoftance in the District. This will include woodlands,
ponds, lakes or streams, marshland and wetlands and unimproved grasslands

Wildlife Corridors (G1 2)
The District Council will protect major wildlife corridors wherever possrb/e. Development
proposals should minimise the damage to such corridors by careful layout and design
retaining the existing overall structural framework of the landscape as far as possible.
Adequate new landscaping to maintain existing wildlife corridors will be required.
Proposals to enhance or extend corridors will be welcomed.

Effect Of lnfrastructure Development On The Landscape (C16)
Schemes involving transport and related infrastructure should be planned to minimise the
impact on the landscape and wildlife, in pañicular avoiding the fragmentation of wildlife
sifes and the destruction or diminution of important elements in the landscape.

Retention Of Existinq Trees (C17)
Development proposals should retain existing trees wherever possrb/e. New planting
should be related in scale, size and species to the existing indigenous planting.
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Retention Of Existinq Woodland (C18)
The District Council will seek to retain and enhance existing woodland particularly all
ancient semi-naturalwoodland and promote sound woodland and countryside
management by other bodies. The District Council will encourage the planting of trees,
favouring the use of indigenous species both in hedgerows and as new woodland areas
(in suitable locations) through the appropriate agencies. lt will encourage and support the
use of appropriate woodlands meeting multiple objectives such as timber production,
recreational use and the creation of wildlife habitats. These principles will be taken into
account, when that is appropriate, in considering applications for planning permission
and when formulating planning conditions which relate to matters affecting woodland,
hedgerows and trees.

Support For Public Riqhts Of Wav (RAT12)
The District Councilwill, in conjunction with the County Council, actively support and
promote the use of public rights of way for recreational purposes through a recognised
network of public paths, routes and trails. Liaison will take place with other bodies as
necessary to ensure landscape, agricultural, conseruation and user rnteresfs are taken
into account.

Protection Of Natural Watercourse Svstems (ES1)
The District Councilrecognlses the impoftance of the natural watercourse system for
providing essenfa/ drainage of land and will protect that function against adverse forms
of development, specifically to prevent:

(a) the /oss of access fo wafercourses for future maintenance;

(b) the loss of natural flood plain, except where fully effective compensatory measures
are provided as agreed with the Local Planning Authority;

(c) drainage from development giving rise to substantial changes in the charactensfics of
surtace water run-off unless adequate off site works can be provided;

(d) the District Councilwillensure that no development involving the storage of oils and
chemicals shalltake place unless adequate measures have been taken to
prevent discharge to watercourses in the event of spillages and/or leaks.

Use Of Soakawavs (ES6)
Where new housing development is proposed and situated on an aquifer there will be a
presumption in favour of discharging storm water via soakaways rather than sewers or
watercourses unless it can be shown to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority
that ground conditions are not suitable.

Bromsgrove District Core Strategy Draft Document, October 2008

Core Policv 5: Manaqinq NaturalAssets
The Council will require development proposals to:
a) Demonstrate their support for geodiversity and biodiversity and where appropriate
management of them.
b) Protect and enhance locally characteristic species as well as achieving favourable
conditions, restoring or expanding locally characteristic habitats and where appropriate
contribute to the wider local and regional network.
c) lncrease the ability of biodiversity to migrafe across landscapes by making the
intervening land use between semi-natural habitats more biodiversity-rich rather than
simply physically linking them.
d) Pay due attention to the regional character and landscape type as described in the
online Landscape Character Assessmenf lnteractive map.

Core Policv 6: Manaqinq Man Made Assets
The Councilwill:
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a) Only allow development proposals that preserve the listed building or scheduled
monument and/or its setting.
b) Produce a list of buildings of local impoftance and take full account of these where
they may be affected by planning proposals.
c) Only approve development that takes proper account of the archaeological remains
that relate to the development site.
d) Ensure that development proposals secure the preseruation and/or enhancement of
the character or appearance of conservation areas and their settings.
e) Ensure development proposals preserve or enhance the historic landscape interest of
registered parks and gardens and their settings.
f) Ensure development proposals do not harm the wider historic landscape of the District.

Worcestershire Structure Plan , adopted June 2001 (saved Policies September

20071

Landscape Character Policv CTC.1
Proposals for development, and assoclafed land use change or land managemen[ must
demonstrate that they are informed by, and sympathetic to, the landscape character of
the area in which they are proposed to take place.

ln considering development proposals, the Local Planning Authority shall take every
oppoñunity to safeguard, restore or enhance, as appropriate, the landscape character of
the area in which they are proposed. The implications of development proposals relating
to the landscape willbe assessed having regard to the degree to which they would:
(i) be appropriate to, and integrate with, the landscape character of the area;
(ii) safeguard or strengthen the features and patterns that contribute to the landscape
character and local distinctiveness of fhe area with pafticular attention being paid to both
the scale, layout, design and detailing of existing buildings and other manmade features;
and to the seminatural vegetation characteristic of that area; and
(iii) relate to the sensitivity of the pafticular landscape, and location, and to accommodate
change. Development, or associated land use change or land management, which would
adversely affect the landscape character of an area will not normally be allowed.

Skvlines and Hill Features Policv CTC.2
Development proposals should, where relevant, demonstrate that they will not have an
adverse effect on skylines and hill features, including prominent views of such features.
Where development will have a significant adverse impact they will not normally be
allowed.

Trees, Woodlands and Hedqerows Policv CTC.5
Existing trees, woodlands and hedgerows of nature conservation, amenity or landscape
value should be retained and their appropriate management encouraged. The
importance of ancient semi-natural woodlands is recognised and pañicular emphasis
should be placed on their conseruation. Proposals to conserue and increase the
indigenous broadleaved cover in both urban and rural areas are to be encouraged
providing these are in keeping with the landscape character of the area and achieve
successfu/ integration with the landform. Proposals will be pafticularly encouraged where
these would lead to:
(i) the establishment of native woodlands in appropriate places, that expand and link
a n cie nt sem i n atu ral wood I a nd re m n a nts;
(ii) the restoration to native woodland of non-native plantations on ancient woodland sites
in priority locations;
(iii) the introduction of management proposals to conserve and enhance trees and
woodlands in urban areas and on the urban fringe;
iv) multi-purpose tree planting for nature conseruation, amenity, landscape improvement,
and timber production; and
(v) the conseruation of veteran trees.
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Green Open Spaces and Corridors Policv CTC.6
Both within and on the periphery of settlements the creation and conservation of green
open spaces and green corridors, including watercourses, appropriate to the landscape
character of the area will be encouraged. Where possib/e these should be continuous
and linked to the open countryside in order to maximise their ecological, recreational and
landscape potential. Green open spaces and corridors should be identified in District
Local Plans as part of Local Plan review process.

Flood Risk and Surface Water Drainaqe Policy CTC.8
Development will not normally be allowed where:
(i) it is within a floodplain or other area identified by the Environment Agency as being at
risk of flooding;
(ii) it will increase the risk of flooding or cause new flooding problems either at the site or
elsewhere;
(iii) tt will jeopardise existing flood defences, flood volumes or the ability to carry out
essenfia/ maintenance work. Any development in areas subject to flood risk will need to
demonstrate that adequate flood protection has been incorporated and that effecfs
elsewhere have been fully assessed. Development should, wherever posslb/e,
incorporate sustainable drainage sysfems to help to retain water at lfs source, helping to
prevent flooding, recharging groundwater resources, treating water pollution and
e n h a nci n g the e nvi ron me nt.
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